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ABSTRACT
181407
Opysters, one of the first-class produce and adopted slogans of Surat Thani province, are

now raised in plenty in many areas in Bandon Bay. In these districts, such as Amphoe Muang,
Amphoe Chaiya, and particularly in Amphoe Kanchanadit are not uncommon sights for those
making a visit to the locations. Currently, however, in Kanchanadit, in such parts as Pak Klong
Tathong U-tae, Pak Klong Kradaejae, Pak Klong Cheng-A and in the front of Tambon Kradaejae
itself, oyster farming poses some notable problems, especially water pollution, marketing and

theft.

Mostly only two kinds of oysters are raised; one is a smaller oyster, called oy pak jeeb,
hoy joh or hoy E-rom, by the villagers and the other is a bigger and better known kind—the cup-
oyster. Still, the cup oyster itself is divided into two: the white cup-oyster and the black cup-
oyster. These oysters have been farmed for at least 50 years, typically using the folk, old way. In
fact, apart from the locations mentioned, the oysters are also raised in other provinces as well. In
the eastern coast of Thailand in Chanthaburi, Rayong, and Trat provinces, the smaller type of
oysters are found to farm while in such provinces in the Gulf of Thailand as Prachuap Khiri Khan,
Chumphon, Surat Thani, Songkhla, Pattani and those on the Andaman coast prefer to raise the

black, bigger cup oysters; the bigger, white cup ones are favored in Ranong and Phang-Nga.

There are varieties of materials used to farm the oysters. Such things as natural rocks,
wooden trays, cement blocks, wood poles, cement tubes, and hanging bunches of things are
employed at spots for oysters to cling on. What’s more, used tires, roof tiles, bricks, bowls,
broken earthen jars, are also popular. In fact, young oysters can even be sowed and raised right

into the water under which the ground is hard enough.

Oyster farming as an actual occupation was started in 1980 and development in the
method has been continuously made ever since. Normally, farmers favor to use both smaller and
bigger cement pipes and cement poles as places on to which the shellfish can hang. These
implements have theif advantages and disadvantages. The smaller cement pipes are more
convenient both in deep and shallow water while the bigger ones provide wider space for the
oysters to hold on. As for the cement poles, it is easier to put in the ground and they last longer

than the two types. They, however, can be easily piled up by alluvial soil.
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To effectively raise oysters, implements to use must be clean before the spawning season
of the oysters. Deep-water farming makes the shellfish grow faster but there can be a problem
with farm management. The place with knee-deep water at the lowest tide is probably most

suitable.

At the present time, two more problems are added up. One results from the way the other
kinds of shellfish are raised in the same spots as the oysters. The most important trouble maker is
the green mussel. The creature is able to snatch most plankton floated at the same level of water
where the oyster is supposed to get its feed. Another kind of shellfish--the granular ark—creates
still more difficulty. These bivalves leave a lot of deposit of ooze. However, the problem which
will be worsened in the days to come is the general decline of sea animals, which used to be quite

a source of additional income for farmers.

The price of the oysters stays the same in the past 10 years. This is one more problem
normally unforeseen by the farmers, however. The difficulty stems from the thatched hut built to
take care of the shellfish. The farmers staying in the shelter cause water to pollute when they
defecate directly into the wahter below. What is more, the visitors who witness the way the farmer
getting rid of their excretion into the farms, and general people who learn of this practice, of
course, by word of mouth, dread or even refuse to eat the oysters. The situation will change for
the worse when if the discharged excretion, which has some types of germs taken by the shellfish,

cause diarrhoea to people who happen to eat the oysters.

The most possible and sustainable solution to these problems is that the farmers have to
work together in farming management—in a way that every farmer has a part to play and
everyone shares equal gain. Provision of helpful information and marketing publicity must be
initiated by the state agencies concerned. Moreover, additional incomes must be supported.
Training in such a side and related occupation as catching crabs or fish in the farming areas
should be held in order that the farmers can learn of the proper way of conservation, participation
management, augmentation of water animals, achievement of equilibrium in farming among
oysters, green mussel and granular ark, and, in particular, farm stay tourism. All aforementioned

methods, to be effective, must be in conformity with the entire idea of environment conservation.





