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This survey study focuses on three following objectives; 1) to investigate factors relates to
re-offending of the young offenders, 2) to study problems and obstacles in rehabilitating the young
offenders, 3) to find t.he solutions to deter re-offending among the young offenders. Data has been
collected and analyzed from 248 questionnaires and unstructured 22 interviews with the young
offenders. The questionnaires respondents aged between 18-25 years old, who were convicted on
drug-related offenses and have been imprisoned in 6 correctional institutions; the Central Women
Correctional Institution, the Central Correctional Institution for Young Offenders, Lampang
Correctional Institution for Drug Addicts, Khon Kaen Correctional Institution for Drug Addicts, Rayong
Central Prison, and Songkhla Correctional Institution for Drug Addicts. The data are statistically
analyzed with chi-square values in statistical significance at the level of 0.05. Twenty two young
offenders, aged between 18-25 years old, from these 6 correctional institutions are selected and

given an unstructured interviews by the researchers.

Results of the study indicate that majority of the offenders are male, aged between 24-25
years old, and declared themselves as Buddhist. The majority of the offenders committed their first-
time offense at the age under 18 years old. Most of the second offending occurred at age between
18-23 years old and 74.6 per cent of the respondents reported that the third-time offending
occurred at age between 18-20 years old. The majority of sentencing for the offenses is less than
2 years of imprisonment. The majority of the respondent is single with the educational level at
elementary school. More than half of them were wage laborers with income rate between
4,001-6,000 baht/month. The majority of the respondent is the first child of the family with
separated or divorced parents. Most of the offenders has been convicted for second offense and
living with their parents whose residences are in urban communities. Social environment factors
such as associate with addicted friends, friends have been convicted and the family rejection on
addicting behavior are closely related to re-offending. The study also found that the age at the first
offense, term of imprisonment for the first offense, and the occupation of the offenders before

arrested are found to be highly related to the re-offending.

According to the qualitative data, the consistent factors causing re-offending can be analyzed

into 2 categories 1) the factor that brings about to the first offense is related to the characteristics
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and the culture of youth; impetuousness, inquisitiveness, peer and family pressure, necessity to
support their living, circumstance surrounded by drug or narcotic; 2) the factors that leads to the
second and the third offenses are psychological and mental incompetence, high risk environment,

and addictive behavior.

Problems and obstacles in drug rehabilitation programs include: 1) the basic correctional
programs, such as education, career training, including moral education are not meet with the
needs of the offenders. Training courses, especially, the career training do not suit to the need of
the offenders and the demand of market 2) The officers and the correctional institutions are unable
to control and to provide the basic needs thoroughly because of the raising number of offenders
while the budget is limited 3) follow up process and supervision for the released offenders are

limited 4) social environment is not supportive for prevent the re-offending behavior.

The study suggests that 1) effective psychological support programs should be created
2) the specific and suitable programs should be designed for individual offenders 3) the supporting
systems for the released offenders such as to set up the service center in each district should be
set up 4) the best practice for drug rehabilitation programs should be developed and implemented
B) assessing and evaluating measures for drug rehabilitation program should also be developed.
The preventive programs should be set for the specific target group particularly the youth aged
around 12 and upper. The preventive method should be combined with the activities that instill and
moral support. The youth should be educated and acknowledged about the dangers of narcotics

and the drug related law.





