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Abstract

Ihe Pangasius culture in ‘Thailand mostly nn by small-scale farmers and the most of
production is for domestic consumption . In 2005, the Thai government had launched the
first pilot project for pron n the exportation of hybrid Pangsius cultured in the ¢ in
the Mekong river in Nokompanom province Northeast of Thailand The evaluation of
potentiality and constraint of Thailand for
conducicd by infcrview aked helders (farmers, dealers,  proc
policy makers).

The artificial cross breeding of
successfully which produccd morc s

Iture and exportation of this species had N

ors, exporicrs and

exportation of this species is Thai Pan
e

were mearly 400 farmers had joined the first phase of project (2005-2006) and
sccond phase (2007-2008) which government provided all production inputs. The culiure
period was 11 months which obtaned d 800 g of fish. With the coop: on the
exporter, there was 11 tons of fish fillet had been exported to UUSA in 2006. All production
processing and exportation processes were undertaken by government incorporated with
mers were paid 5 Bahtfish (33 Baht — 1US$) for culture. Once the
farmers have to invest by themselves, there are many factors which highly concerned by
farmers i.e. production cost, culture period and farm gate price while the processing plants
and exporters are ready to invest in the new product Thailand high potentiality to
success in exportation of this new species as the private sectors of Thai processing plant
has long cxperience and widely accepted by the international consumers. To apply the
conventional aquaculture practi ies will lead to the
lost of farmer as the high price of pellet feed
the pros ord buying [
vernment want lo inerease the income of poor

on the culture of this sp:

rmers of Northeast which have the
lowest GDP in the country, but the extension program need to be carefully considered from
all stakeholders. As the small scale farmers which are scarce in capital and knowledge of
overnment so most of stakeholders

csted to set up the community enterprisc which compose of hatcher
manufacturing and process plant otherwise the farmer will be in the

small Tilapia farmer who always lost while the benefit is in the hand of fe:
company

culluring managemen! need more support from

Introduction

While Vietnam has been successful in culture and exportation the Pangasius for al
has not been well known to the consumers like Tilapia moreover 7.

1 considerd as the lower grade quality because of most of the

cither intcgrated with the
i has been well known

culture practice of

poultry and pig farm or feed
only in the province along the Mel ) So most of Thai fish farmer are familiar with
short culture period of Tilapia (4-6 months) while it take 1 year for culture of P

which less aliractive to the fammer.  Once the government launched the pilot project (o
promote the culture and exportation of this specics in Nakornpanom province, northeast of
Thailand it uld be concerned all factors involved in the duction proc 0 the
purpose of the study i to evaluate the potentiality and constraint of Thailand for culture
and exportation of the hybnid Pangasius

on the waste food . While P boc

Materials and Mcthods

The gt onnaires had been used for general interview 177 of fish farmers who joined
the povernment project and 23 fish farmers who did not join the government, 18 of fish
deal 00 of cons sive interview had been carried out fo

stakeholders rmers, government s from department fisheries
depariment of
and exporters).

od, members of parliament, members of local administration, pro

Presented at Aquaculture Asia Pacific, 3-6 November
2009, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

General background and livelihood of fish farmer along the Mekong
river
Ihe grown-out cage culture of Pangasius along the Mckong riv

collectin wild fingerlings for selling as omamental fishh

[ wild Pangasius ie. P b macronema and P
nother catfish Hemibragus wyckoides were collected and kept in the

r sclling to the dealer for transport 1o the ormamental

decades. ‘The following species
mgsa includi

fish market in Ban;

urti in the Mckong

There arc nearly 30 farmers have run the grown-out ¢ culture of £
2 wup of farmer can eam more

river each farmer own 5-20 cages (cage size 2*3*1.5 m?®), this
profit than tilapia farmer all of them have made the feed by themselves using the local
ingredient such as fine rice bran, en rice bran, poultry visceral coconut meal vegelable
and dry aquatic insect (mayfly, Fig. 2) mixing together then using simple extruder (Fig. 1) dried
under sun light kept in the bag for feeding in 1 week, The culture period is 1 year to get 0.8-1
kg of fish and farm galc price is 80-120 Bahlkg All of production is for domes
consumplion. Each farmer can eam profit about 150,000

processing
eas: Thail

The evaluation of the pilot project

The flesh quality of fi

problems (o run the project have many [aclors involved. The less cllictive cooperation betwesn

the government agency is the mamn problem which lead to be unsuccessful of the project. Many

of extension programs of the government which provide all of production input had failed as the

feeding with pellet feed is aceeplable for the processing plant but the

m and honesty because of they did not own the production nput, this
oblem. There are a few groups of new fish farmers

s becausc of the strong of cooperation within the

had join the private company to continue the culture

The potentiality and constraint of Thailand for culture and
exportation of hybrid Pangasius
There arc controversial point of views among the stakeholders, some government officials
proposed to buy raw material from Viemam to produce the added-value product which Thai is
ather invest on production which is the cosl of production is
One privale company had invest in the production, pros

exportation sug, ai fish farmer to produce the premium grade of Pangasius

essors had been recognized among international traders and consumers. While the some
privale sectors proposed the government o create the good sius quality to draw
the attraction from the local s rather than focus on ]

of stakeholders agreed on the concept of creation of the community enterprise  (hatches
feed manufacturing and pro plant) with the cooperation of the private section which
allow the representatives of the community to participate of the administrative. The strength of
mmunity anization 1s the key o run the community enterpri:
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