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The purposes of this research were to study the water quality and environment around the
merging area of Kwae Yai, Kwae Noi, and the Maeklong river, to find out ways to conserve and make
use of water resources and environment with the participation of communities, educational institutes,
private sectors, and state organizations, to have a database of water resources and environment as well
as to build learning places, and to build awareness on conservation and utilization of water resources
and environment.

This participatory action research (PAR) was constructed around the merging area of Kwae
Yai, Kwae Noi, and the Maeklong river, where Kwae Yai and Kwae Noi combine to form the
Maeklong river. The population in this study consisted of 4 groups of people: the owners of raft
restaurants; the owners of raft hotels; people who lived around the river; Thai tourists. The
researchers came from Rajabhat Kanchanaburi University, Wisutharungsri school, the Educational
Service Area Office 1 Kanchanaburi, Kanchanaburi Tourist Business Association, Rotary Club,
Kanchanaburi Natural Resources and Environment Conservation Center, Office of Natural Resources
and Environment, Muang Municipality, and Rafters and Rafting community Association. The data
were collected by documentary analysis, on the job training, group discussion and brain-storming,
interview, questionnaires, photograph taking, ﬁndiggs presentation training, campaigﬁ, and findings
dissemination through mass media. The statistics employed for data analysis were arithmetic mean,
and percentage.

The results of this study revealed that the rafts for tourists comprised 800 pulling rafts, with
75% of them were discotheque rafts, equipped with sleeping facilities. Only 10% of them were
stationary. All four groups of the population were of ﬂxe same opinion that it was everybody’s duty to
keep the river clean. Currently, the water in the river was not clean enough for consumption as the
consumers in this area threw away garbage and dirty stuffs into the river. Polluted water also came .
from nearby communities and factories and thus contaminated the river. The results from the study of
physical, chemical, and biological water quality revealed that the overall picture of this 3 rivers and
the merging area of the river were classified into group two, which was one of a good quality. Thirty-
one kinds of river plants were found in Kwae Yai, while 20 and 51 were found in Kwae Noi and the
Maeklong river respectively. Ways to conserve and manage water resources were as follows: (1) the
governor appointed a committee to supervise and grade the rafts, (2) the raft owners rcquested that the
government set up toilets for rafters designed by students of Wisutharungsri school, (3) Muang
Municipality provided a garbage collecting service, (4) educational institutes as well as various
organizations and communities ran a campaign on environment conservation, and (5) the researchers
submitted an article in magazines and had video lessons for communities on ‘Rafting at the Maeklong
river’ so as to reduce conflict but to build awareness on the conservation and utilization of water
resources and environment to people in state organizations, private sectors, the owners of raft and

communities.





