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Abstract

The objectives of this study was to understand the meaning of illness
experienced by patients with pemphigus vulgaris. Data was collected using in-
depth interview and questionnaires from 10 patients with pemphigus vulgaris.
This study was based on a framework that included phenomenology study
using the Transcendental phenomenology of Colaizzi. The key informants in
this study were 10 patients who had illness with pemphigus vulgaris. The
method used was purposive sampling. The study results showed core structure
which was the essence of the experience of patients with Pemphigus vulgaris
included 2 stages: 1) Before patients realise the illness of pemphigus vulgaris
in which they believe that they are healthy and strong. 2) The time from when
the patients realized the illness of Pemphigus vulgaris. It was a period when
patients perceive themselves as being sick with pemphigus vulgaris and two
themes of their experiences emerged: The first theme has the state of
unpleasant including despair, suffering and fear and the second theme was they
did not want to go out to face the outside world, including shy and afraid of
being disgusted and look like a stranger.

Keywords: experience of illness with pemphigus vulgaris, pemphigus vulgaris,
transcendental phenomenology
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