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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study (1) the Buddhist doctrine
communicated in the Jataka tales; and (2) the ways in which Buddhist doctrine were
communicated in the Jataka tales.

The study was document research. The sample was the collection of 547
Jataka tales of the former incarnations of the Lord Buddha. The research tool was an
analysis form to record the Buddhist doctrine in the Jataka tales and the ways in
which they were communicated. Quantitative data were analyzed using percentages,
and qualitative data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the Buddhist doctrine that was most
communicated was the teaching to do good (330 tales, 60.20%); to abstain from doing
evil (149 tales, 27.10%) and to have a pure heart (68 tales, 12.40%); and (2) The main
method of communicating the doctrine was via the action of a Bhoddisatva character
sacrificing himself to live another life: in 360 tales (65.80%) the Bhoddisatva was
reborn as a human; in 63 tales (11.50%) as a god; and in 58 tales (10.60%) as a four-
legged animal. Analysis of the use of literary components showed that the messages
were communicated using emotions, ideas, imagination, and plot techniques.
Messages were also communicated using figurative language including analogy,
metaphor, personification and symbolism.
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