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ABSTRACT

Rural community is an important basic settlement in Thailand for hundreds of year, and is
a home for the majority of the country’s population. However, changes that caused by globalisation
and the country’s economic an social development plans in recent decades have led to several
changes in the rural community. These changes include demographic changes which, in turn, have
themselves impacted on the population structure and socio-economic system of the rural
communities which affect the overall rural development. This study aims to investigate the major
compenents of population change: fertility, mortality and migration, and their interactions and
implications on rural development in Chiang Mai province which has been selected because of its
uniqueness and interestedness population changes. Primary data were conducted from interviews
with village-key contacts, in-depth interviews with household representatives of 300 households, and
observation. Results show that the continuous and rapid decline of fertility over the past 4 decades
has led to the changes in proportions of the young, adult, and ageing. These changes have been
heavily affected if combine with the continuing out-migration from rural areas and HIV-related
illnesses and deaths. Moreover, such changes also affect the economic and social structure such as
household size and structure, value of children, expectation from children, land use pattern, farming
system, education, occupation, income and social security. Such implications have impacted upon

human resource development and also rural sustainable development.
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