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The study of “the Relationship between Child Trafficking and Juvenile Delinquency
in Thailand: Measures for Prevention and Solution” aims to investigate how the child/human
trafficking process relates to juvenile delinquency, to examine factors causing child
trafficking as well as factors causing wrongdoing of those who are trafficked, and to
recommend measures for the treatment of child and juvenile offenders under the
responsibility of the Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection and measures for
prevention and solution of child trafficking and juvenile delinquency.

The research method consists of the study of information drawn from variety of
resources, such as official documents, research studies, books, and journal; and the
interview of juveniles in the Juvénile Observation and Protection Centers (JOPCs) and
experts in related fields. 336 juveniles from 52 centers were interviewed. They weére
offenders and victims of human trafiicking and consisted of illegal aliens with identified and
unidentified nationality and Thai juveniles. 5 more cases were also selected for case study.
Additionally, 25 experts were interviewed about measures to prevent and solve the problem

of juvenile delinguency and child trafficking.

The results of the study can be summarized as follows :
1. Demographic background :
77% of juveniles were male. 84.8% were Thai and had Thai nationality. Most
were Buddhists (89.5%). Majority was aged between 15-18 years (84.8%) and had 1-2
brothers or sisters (36.6%). 36% were the eldest child. 90.2% were single. 29.2% had
primary education. 42.9% were unemployed before being victimized or committing
wrongdoing. 62.8% stated that they had good relationship with other family members.
18.5% reported that their parents separated. 62.8% were under the care of their parents.
44.6% did not know their fathers' education background and 34.2% did not know their

mothers' educational background. 22.6% reported that their parents were farmers. 74.4%



were poor and their families lived in the communities outside town (31.5%). 51.8% were from
rural areas. 27.6% reported that they had their own problem before being victimized or
committing wrongdoing. 40.5% committed property offence. 67.8% were under care of
detention centers or Juvenile Reception Centres. 22.2% were ordered by the court to be
_ trained in Juvenile Rehabilitation and Training Centers for 1 year or 1 year and 6 months.
13.3% were trafficked or brought to Thailand by their neighbors or friends in the community
or village.

2. Relationship between- the child/human trafficking process and juvenile
delinquency:

74.7% of juveniles in this study were Thai. 40.5% committed property offence.
51.8% were from rural areas. 27.6% reported that they had their own problem before being
victimized or committing wrongdoing. 70.8% of juveniles stated that they were sold, traded,
brought or sent by individuals, groups, or organizations and 40.5% reported that they were
deceived to trust these people. 42.9% iﬁvolved in illegal activities after being trafficked.
35.7% requested to be sent back to their hometowns after being trafficked. 20% were
forced to traffick drug or use drug. 68.2% agreed that their wrongdoing resulted from
trafficking.

3. Factors causing child trafficking and wrongdoing:

34.3% of juveniles believed that the major factors were related to their own
problems, such as physical problem, mental health problem, emotional broblem, and social
problem. 83.6% told that they committed wrongdoing because they were helpless and
dependent and were forced to act. 39% planned to go back to school after release. Most
juveniles stated that to be able to contact their parents or relatives was the most important
help they need.

4. Measures to prevent or solve the problem of juvenile delinquency and child
trafficking:

Experts agreed that measures or standards relating to the treatment of child and
juvenile victims of trafficking sHould be improved, especially measures implemented by the
juvenile justice agencies. 90.9 of experts agreed that measures and treatment conducted by

police, prosecutors, and juvenile and family courts should be improved and different from



other measures applied to general juvenile cases. All experts (100%) agreed that the
Department of Juvenile Observa-tion and Protection should treat child and juvenile victims of
trafficking differently from other juveniles when they were under their care. All experts also
believed that some juvenites in Juvenile Reception Centres and Juvenile Rehabilitation and

Training Centers were victims of trafficking or involved in this type of crime.

Recommendations

1. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should aware and
focus on the problem of child and juvenile offenders involving in or being victims of
trafficking.

2. Policy, plan, system, process, and treatment of child and juvenile offenders
involving in or being victims of trafficking conducted by the Department of Juvenile
Observation and Protection should be clear, implementable, and different from those
implemented to general juvenile cases.

3. The legal definition of the terms ‘child trafficking’ and ‘child and juvenile victims
of trafficking’ should be stated in the Act for the Establishment of and Procedure for Juvenile
and Family Court B.E. 2534 and consistent with Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especiaily Women and Children.

4. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should promote
understanding about child and juvenile offenders involving in or being victims of trafficking,
any related laws, rights and welfare protection, the treatment and welfare service, as well as
special techniques, skills, and procedures for the treatment of this juvenile group.

5. The Department of Juveniie Observation and Protection should promote the
human development for the treatment of this juvenile group. Personnel and staff, such as
probation officers, social workers, psychologists, training officers, and nurses, should gain
knowledge, skills, and technigues to treat these juveniles efficiently and effectively.

6. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should improve legal
procedure for child and juvenile offenders involving in or being victims of trafficking in order

to protect their rights, weifare, and benefits.



7. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should apply the
Criminal Procedure Amendment Act (No.20) B.E. 2542 to juvenile cases invdlving in or
being victims of trafficking in order that the special procedure of inquiry, testimony, and
prosecution and arrangement of special equipment are possibly provided.

8. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should improve:the
procedure and treatment of child and juvenile offenders involving in or being victims of
trafficking conducted in Juvenile Reception Centers and Juvenile Rehabilitation and Training
Centers. The procedure and treatment including rehabilitation program, prevention
program, after care service, and follow-up, should be efficiently and effectively
implemented.

9. The Measures in Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in Women and
Children Act, B.E. 2540 and the Act for the Establishment of and Procedure for Juvenile and
Family Court B.E. 2534 should be amended to be the main laws of the treatment of child and
juvenile offenders involving in or being victims of trafficking. Additionally, guidelines on
rehabilitation, assistance, and rights of these children and juveniles should be clearly
established and include the following rights.

9.1 The right to be safe

9.2 The right to receive appropriate rehabilitation, treatment, and training
service

9.3 The right to be protected their privacy

9.4 The right to receive medical service and psychological recovery

9.5 The right to receive counseling

9.6 The right to receive legal service

9.7 The right to have an opportunity to be educated, to work, to be trained,
and to receive welfare according to their needs.

9.8 The right to temporarily reside in Thailand and the right to be safely
repatriated (child and juvenile aliens).

10. The Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should sulfficiently
provide adequate social service to these children and juveniles in accordance to their
needs and problems as stated in this study.

11. The Departmant of Juvenile Observation and Protection should publicize and
educate general public and children about child and human trafficking through all kinds of

media.





