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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the situations and the problems of the
farmer’s housewife groups which produce and sell processed fruit and vegetables products
including the assistance needed from the government and relevant non-govemment
organizations. The populations of this study was the leaders of 295 such groups. A
questionnaire was used to collect the data. Statistical methods - the percentage, the mean,
and the standard deviation, were used to do the analysis.

The study showed that most of the leaders of the groups are women who are about
40 to 50 years old. Most of them received some primary level education. Most of them
have been in the position for more than 4 years. The groups have been established for 1 to
less than 5 years. When the groups started they had between 16-20 members with an
initial capital between 1,000~ 2,000 baht. At present, they have 21-30 members with the
capital between 20,001-30,000 baht. The average monthly sales are greater than 5,000
baht. The purpose of the groups is to increase their family incomes. Most of the output is
sold within the country by themselves or by other retailers. Within the groups they work in
sub-groups of 6-10 people. Each group has a person who looks after the money of the
group, the treasurer. The leader of the group looks after the accounts. Now most groups
do not borrow money from any financial institutions.

The types of problems fall into 6 broad groups and are discussed in those groups

below.

The farmer’s housewife groups have an overall moderate level of management
problems. When the individual problems are considered, the serious problems are a

procedure plan and a report to members but a problem with the sharing of the benefits of
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the work is in the minor category. The problems in the group of financial problems are
moderate category. When the individual problems are considered, the problem of interest
on loans is minor. Other problems concerning raw materials, producing, packaging and
marketing are considered in different kinds of products below.

The farmer’s housewife groups with making and selling jam have overall problems
are moderate category. When the different types of problems are considered, raw materials
are in the minor category. When the problems are considered individually, the problem of
the design of the packaging for the products is a serious problem but the problems of the
quality of the raw materials and how to retain the quality of the raw materials before
processing are minor.

Problems of the farmer’s housewife groups in producing candied and deep~fried
products have overall the problems are moderate category. When the problems are
considered individually, knowledge and new techniques in production, techniques in using
the equipment and accessories for production and the market for the products are major
problems. However, the problem of the quality of the raw materials is minor.

The farmer’s housewife groups with making and selling juices have overall the
problems are moderate category. When the different types of problems are considered, the
problems with raw materials is in the minor category. When the problems are considered
individually, the problems of the quality of the raw materials and how to retain the quality
of the raw materials before processing and how to package the product are also minor.

The farmer’s housewife groups with making and selling pickles have overall the
problems are moderate category. When the problems are considered individually, the
problem of how to retain the quality of the raw materials before processing is minor.

The farmer’s housewife groups with making and selling dried product have overall
the problems are moderate category. When the problems are considered individually, the
problem of how to store the products so that they retain their quality is a serious problem.

The most urgent need which the government and non-government organizations can
help with is to support a revolving fund.
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