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# 4777578036: MAJOR NURSING SCIENCE

KEY WORD: CAREGIVERS' CAPABILITIES IN CARING/ OLDER PERSONS/DEMENTIA.
TUANJAI PUKDEEPROM: SELECTED FACTORS RELATED TO CAREGIVERS'
CAPABILITIES IN CARING FOR OLDER PERSONS WITH DEMENTIA. THESIS
ADVSIOR: ASST. PROF. CAPT. SIRIPHAN SASAT, Ph.D., 170 pp. ISBN 974-14-
2434-5

The purpose of this descriptive research were to study caregivers' capabilities in caring for older
persons with dementia and relationships between caregiver s factors were duration of care, knowledge in
caring, caregiver and elderly relationships, social support, and elderly’ .5 factors were cognitive status,
abilities to perform activity of daily living, behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia, and
caregivers’ capabilities in caring for older persons with dementia. Participants were 130 family caregivers
and 130 older persons with dementia at memory and neuropsychiatric clinics at Ramath.ibodi Hospital,
Suansaranrom Hospital and Suratthani Hospital, and were selected by multi-stage random sampling
technique: Research instruments were demographic questions, knowledge in caring, caregiver and
elderly relationships, social support, Mini-Mental State Examination-Thai version, Barthel ADL Index,
Behavioral pathology in Alzheimer's disease rating scale, and caregivers' capabilities in caring for older
persons with dementia questionairés which were tested for content validities and reliabilities. The
reliabilities were 81, .81, .84, .84, respectively. Data were analyzed by using SPSS for Windows,

including frequency, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson's correlation.

Major findings were as follows;

1. Caregivers' capabilities in caring for older persons with dementia was at high level (—i = 4.30).

2. Duration of care, knowledgfa in caring, caregiver and elderly relationships, and social support
were significantly correlated with caregivers’ capabilities in caring for older persons with dementia at
level of . 05 (r = .236, .184, .528, .176 respectively).

3. Older person’s ability to perform activity of daily living was significantly negative correlated
with caregiver's capability in caring for older persons with dementia at level of . 05 (r = -.316).

4. Cognitive status and Behavioral and Psychological Symptoms of Dementia were not correlated

with caregiver's capability in caring for older persons with dementia.





