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# # 4180161722 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEY WORD: THAI-MYANMARWARFARE / DYNAMISM / THE FIRST TOUNGOO

EMPIRE / THE RESTORED TOUNGOO EMPIRE/ THE EARLY KONBAUNG EMPIRE
PAMAREE SURAKIAT : DYNAMISM OF THAI-MYANMARWARFARE FROM
THE MID-16"™ CENTURY TO THE MID-19™ CENTURY. THESIS ADVISOR :
DR. SUNAIT CHUTINTARANOND, 353 pp. ISBN 974-14-1990-2.

This thesis aims to study the dynamism of Thai-Burmese warfare from the mid-16"
century to the mid-19™ century by analyzing this warfare within the historical context of the
growth and development of Burmese states: the first Toungoo, the restored Toungoo and the
early Konbaung empires, respectively. The studies indicate that the continuities and changes
of Burmese states’ power structure, governance structure and proclaimed “Mandala”,
together with the changing of economy and international trade, which was the external factor
causing the changes within the Southeast Asian region, were the significant factors and
conditions driving the continuous changes in Thai-Burmese warfare from the mid-16™
century to the mid-19t century. The changing aspects were the nature of the conflict leading
to the wars, the military operation both tactics and strategies and the nature of warfare.

Burmese states’ war strategies toward Thai states mainly corresponded to Burmese
proclaimed “Mandala”. The first Toungoo and the early Konbaung empires incorporated the
Thai state, the center of Ayutthaya, within their “Mandala”; meanwhile the restored Toungoo
empire did not. Consequently, Burmese states’ strategies toward the conflicts with Thai states
were different in level and degree. The first Toungoo and the early Konbaung empires
endeavored to subjugate Thai centers; conversely, the restored Toungoo empire had confined
her wars with the Thai state only to the peripheral areas. Moreover, the dynamism of the
nature of warfare and military operation of the Thai-Burmese warfare were related to the
changing of governance structure from the loose patron-vassal relations tending to a more
centralized administrative system. As a result, the nature of warfare and military operations of
the first Toungoo and the early Konbaung empires for gaining control over Thai centers were
contrasting. The former was for gathering up networks of loyalty; thus, Ayutthaya was
controlled as her tributary state. The latter was for devastating other rival centers; therefore,
Ayutthaya was completely demolished and became powerless, being unable to challenge the
early Konbaung empire anymore.





