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The purposes of this study are to investigate the illness and its differences by selected
characteristics of the studied population as well as to examine factors related to choice of medical
care of those who were ill. In addition, this study also investigates the characteristics of those
who were ill and admitted in the hospital. Data used in this study derived from “The Health and
Welfare Survey 2001” which was conducted by the National Statistical Office. The sample size
of population aged 50 years old and over in this study was 39,324 weighted cases.

Results reveal that approximately 29.4 percent of Thai population aged 50 years old and over
experienced an illness during 2 weeks before the survey. Factors related significantly to the
elderly’s illness are sex, age, marital status, education, occupation, areas of residence, income, welfare,
level of illness and annual physical examination.

Multinomial logit regression analysis was used to identify choice of medical care. Results
show that sex, age, marital status, education, occupation, areas of residence, welfare, level of illness and
annual physical examination have a significantly impact on choice of medical care.

In addition, the results also indicate that one-fifth of those who were ill were hospitalized
during the past year. The average frequency of hospitalization during the past year is about 1.5 times.
The duration of hospitalization among elderly is about 9 days. About 14 percent of those who were
hospitalized had to pay for hospital expenses by themselves, even though the government had provided

a free medical care for the elderly.





