MFU Connexion, 6(1) || page 197

nsuisaasrisangyiuszsruuAEananAmMEasz)a v luilszmaany

Variation in Tai Kinship Terminologies and System in Laos
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Abstract

This research aims to discuss the variations of the terms and systems
of basic kinship in Tai languages spoken in Lao People's Democratic Republic
(Lao PDR). The languages include Lao, Tai Dam, Tai Daeng, Tai Lue, and Tai
Kalom. Data were collected from native informants living in Bokaew and Luang
Namtha provinces located at the northwest tip of Laos, and analyzed with the
componential analysis approach. The results revealed that the basic kinship
systems in such languages contain five dimensions of contrast: generations,
linealities, ages, genders, and parental side. All of five languages made no
distinction in terms of linealities, ages, genders, and parental side for the third
generation above ego (G+3) and the second and the third generation below
ego (G-2, G-3), whereas the four dimensions of contrast are found in the first
generation above ego (G+1). To make a gender designation in the sex-neutral
kinship terms, the terms “cail”, “bam”, “wasu”, “tsa:1”, or “sa:l” are used for

male, and “yin” or “s&:u” are used for female.
Keywords: Kinship terminology / Kinship system / Tai languages / Laos / Variation
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