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THAILAND.THESIS ADVISOR: PROF.SUPACHAI YAVAPRABHAS Phd. 290 pp.ISBN974-14-2113-3

This study is aimed to investigate Thai government policy on agricultural commodities and food standards especially
on how the agenda was set and formulated to become policy statements and actions as well as their impacts from their style. The
literature on agenda setting proposed by Kingdon, on policy formulation asserted by Dye and by Wamsley & Zald was used as a
framework for this investigation. The study put its emphasis on these particular policy actions namely, The Agricultural
Commodities and Food Standards Bill, and The Food Safety Year 2004 Policy.

Analysis of the official policy documents and the findings from the interview of the policy stakeholders led to the
conclusion that the problem stream, the policy stream and the political stream including policy entrepreneurs significantly affected
the agenda setting of the policy on agricultural commodities and food standards under the interaction between the politics sector
(cabinet) and the administration sector (bureaucratic agent) and the international organization influent. The administration sector
roles as an agent between the private sector that accept the standard of imported countries and between the international
organization and the politics sector for making the policy. The international organization has more roles because the international
organization standard is the minimum standard in the international trade negotiation. Therefore, the bureaucratic agent used the
international organization information for pushing their authority requirement to the politics sector. The international organization
used the bureaucratic agent for pushing their standard to the politics sector and making the policy. The administration sector has
more roles because the agricultural commodities and food standards policy is the technicality policy. Moreover, the politics sector
has had inform the food safety policy to the public and the international organization has had accept their standard from the
politics sector.

Specifically, findings from this study indicate the followings:

(1)The agricultural commodities and food standards issue is more important in the developed countries. The
developing countries imported that issue from the international organization and let it to the agenda setting and policy formulation
process.

(2)The agenda setting and policy formulation of agricultural commodities and food standards policy has been
explained by “the bureaucratic agent model” which this study has been developed from the elite model.

(3)This study concludes that any public policy is still formulated through the hands of the bureaucratic agents and

public interest is thus not really represented by this process.





