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This thesis aims at studying the Tai myths of the Buddha’s relics in order to analyze the relationship
between Buddhism and the indigenous beliefs. Ninety-six stories of the myths of the Buddha'’s relics, both oral
and literary versions, of Buddhist Tai speaking peoples, namely, Tai Yai (Shan), Tai Khoen, Tai Lue, Lao,
Northem Thai and Northeastem Thai, were collected. in this thesis, structural theories of Viadimir Propp and
Claude Levi-Strauss are applied and used as the analytical concept and frame of thought. »

The structure of the Tai myth of the Buddha relics can be dassified into four types: first, the type that
reflects the resistance of Buddhism, with the presence of the Buddha character in the stories; second, the type of the
stories that reflects the stage of the acceptance of Buddhism, with the presence of the Buddha character; third, the
type that reflects the resistance of Buddhism, but without the presence of the Buddha in the stories; and fourth, the
type that reflects the stage of the acceptance of Buddhism, but without the presence of the Buddha in the stories.

The thesis analyzes the binary opposition between the Buddhist beliefs and the indigenous beliefs as
reflected in the myths of the Buddha's relics by comparing and contrasting the detail in the paradigms conceming
the sacred space, the characters and the behavior of the characters. It is found that in the indigenous belief
system, the paradigm of thought conceming the sacred space is composed of the sky, the mountain, the tree, the
pillar, the stone, the cave and water; the paradigm of characters is composed of Naga, Yaksa, spirit, animal,
indigenous people and hemmit; and the paradigm of behavior of the characters, the joumey to build cities, the
teaching conceming the profane, the spirit worshipping, the building of the spirit houses and the prophecy by the
spirts. While in the Buddhist belief system, the paradigm of the sacred space is composed of heaven, the
Buddha's relics, the Buddha’s foot print, the Buddha's image, the Bodhi free, the Buddha'’s throne and templé; the
paradigm of the characters, the Bodhisatva, the Buddha, the disciples, King Asoka, Queen Jamadevi, Indra and
Buddhist deities, and the paradigm of the behavior of the characters, the joumey to disseminate Buddhism, the
teaching conceming the dhama, the Buddha's worship, the building of the stupas and the prophecy of the Buddha.

However, the thesis not only analyzes the binary aspect but also the integrated aspect between the
two religious systems as reflected from the myths. Furthemore, the rituals conceming the worship of the
Buddha’s relics, healing rituals, fertility rites and merit-making rituals in the context of Tai cuiture are also used
as data to support the argument conceming the integration between Buddhism and the indigenous beliefs.

In sum, the structure and the content of the Tai myths of the Buddha’s relics reveal several
aspects of the relationship between Buddhism and the indigenous beliefs: conflict, resistance, acceptance
and integration. Thus, the analysis of the 96 stories of the Buddha relics myths portrays the process and

the development of the religious system of Buddhist Tai peoples.





