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This thesis aims to study the factors affecting the perceptions of Thailand's political
elite and how they influence their perceptions towards Chinese people in Thai society in the
reigns of King Rama the Fifth to Kimg Rama the Seventh (1895-1932).

The study finds that Siam tried to integrate the population by unifying other ethnic
groups including the Chinese who had been governed loosely by putting them under royal
power;during the county's development from a traditional state to an absolute monarchy.
Thailand's political elite , however; notice that the state regulation of and control over
Chinese people at that time was lax and ineffective. Meanwhile,there were other political
doctrines which were gradually disseminated from the political devolopment in China, for
instance; republicanism and communism. Those factors increased the intencity of the
problem as well as led Thailand's political elite in each reign to try to integrate the Chinese
people to be Thai both in terms of law and attitudes, and to instil in the Chinese a sense of

their role and duty a citizen.





