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The main objective of this thesis is to study continuities and changes in the history of
U.S. foreign policy before and after September 11, 2001. Using empire as an analytical
framework, the thesis seeks to examine two broad questions. One, is the United States is an

empire? And two, if the United States is an empire, is it an “exceptional” one?

Concerning American foreign policy in the wake of September 11, 2001, the thesis
argues that it is aimed primarily at global control through preventive strategy, unilateral action,
and the maintenance of a preponderance of power. These approaches suggest both
continuities and discontinuities from the past. The thesis argues that the main theme of U.S.

foreign policy is and has historically been empire.





