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The purpose of this study was to investigate aesthetic education provision for
young children in two early childhood schools applying Waldorf approach and
Reggio Emilia approach by exploring the administrators’ and teachers’ perception of
aesthetic education and their implementation in classroom settings. Participatory and
non- participatory observation of arts and classroom activities in one 4-5 year old
classroom at each school -and open-ended interviews with the administrators and
teachers were conducted. The data sources included documents, observation (field
notes, videotapes and audiotapes), classroom artifacts, and formal and informal
interviews with administrators, classroom teachers and art teachers.

The findings revealed that the administrators and teachers at each school had
different perceptions of aesthetic education leading to very different implementation
based on their images of the child as a spiritual being rooted in Steiner’s
Anthroposophy and educational view or social-intellectual being rooted in Dewey’s
Progressivism and Vygotsky’s Social Constructivism; and different aims of Arts or
aesthetic education related to different art theories.

Aesthetic education for young children in the school appling Waldorf
approach emphasized the importance of the conciousness and the nature of the child
and provided aesthetic experience through the process of building inner pictures, art
activities which imitated the beauty of human nature, natural environment, peaceful
atmosphere, and use of natural learning materials. The teachers’ roles were to lead
the activities, be role models and protect the children from whatever would destroy
the nature of childhood.

Aesthetic education for young children in the school appling Reggio Emilia’s
approach emphasized the importance of the child’ s art creating process and art
products that communicated his thought and feeling to the viewers. The teachers
provided the environment that stimulated the child’s thinking by arranging child art
exhibition and a variety of instructional materials. The teachers’ roles were to
question, discuss, facilitate and take part in learning with the child in art work, and
collect child’s art.





