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The objective of this paper is to study a market study on transforming Maptaphut
industrial multipurpose terminal to container terminal, focusing on 2 main aspects: 1. The factors
influencing decision to export container at Maptaphut Industrial Port. 2. Market trend of export
container throughput at Maptaphut Industrial Port in case of transform from multipurpose
terminal to container terminal.

The findings reveal that the factors influencing decision to export container at Maptaphut
Industrial Port from the view point of the factories in Maptaphut industrial estate and within
radius of 40 kilometers from Maptaphut Industrial Port as follows : container handling process,
connection to inland transportation, and the physical aspect of the port. Moreover it is found that
expenditures factor is one more significant factor from the view point of shipping line. The
forecast of all that the export container trend of factories within radius of 40 kilometers from
Maptaphut Industrial Port are that the volume of export container is 236,689 teus in the year 2006
and increase to 2,143,426 teus in 2017.

The researcher finds that it is feasible to transform Maptaphut industrial multipurpose
terminal to container terminal due to : the volume of export container and the advantage in
transportation cost from factory to Maptaphut Industrial Port is cheaper than factory to
Laemchabang Port. However the Maptaphut Industrial Port should consider to provide more
container handling equipments in order to induce container vessel to call at Maptaphut Industrial

Port, and the port tariff should be competitive to Laemchabang Port.





