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The purpose of this research was to examine the effect of attachment styles
on interpersonal attraction. Four-hundred and sixteen undergraduate students were
classified into one of four attachment styles: secure, preoccupied, fearful, and
dismissing. Then they were randomly assigned to one of 16 experimental conditions.
They read hypothetical romantic partner scenario, which were designed to capture the
pattern of romantic relationship behaviors prototypical of one of the four adult

attachment styles and rated their attraction to the romantic partner.

Results show that:

1. Attachment security hypothesis is supported: The secure partner is rated as
most attractive by secure, preoccupied, fearful, and dismissing individuals (p < .05).

2. Self-similarity hypothesis is supported: Individuals rate the romantic partner
who has similar attachment style as more attractive than do individuals who do not share
similar attachment styles With that romantic partner (p < .05).

3. Complementarity hypothesis is not supported: secure individuals do not rate
fearful partner as more attractive than secure, preoccupied, and dismissing partner
(b <.05); preoccupied individuals do not rate dismissing partner as more attractive than

secure, preoccupied, and fearful partner (p < .05).





