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##4574226325  : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD: KUDAKHAN / RATTANAKOSIN
ATHIT LIMMUN: THE STUDY ON KUDAKHAN IN THE RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD. THESIS
ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. DR.PINYO SUWANKIR!, THESIS COADVISOR: PROF. M.R.
NAENGNOI SUKSRI, 255 pp. ISBN 974-53-2626-7.

The objective of this thesis is to study the history of Kudakhan in Thailand focusing on
buildings which are still in use. The study is divided into 2 parts: Kudakhan belonging to the royal
institution and Kudakhan belonging to the religious institution. The findings can be classified.
according to the reason for the construction of such buildings and their history, site, architectural
design, construction materials, decoration and structure.

It is found that Kudakhan of the religious institution is a replica of those in India when
Buddhism from India reached the South of Thailand before spreading to the Khmer region. Later,
during the Ayuttaya Period, Thailand became a powerful country and adopted the idea of the king as
god from the Khmer Kingdom in addition to adopting the types of building which stress the King's
high status. Kudakhan in the Ayuttaya Period was transformed from a stone Khmer castle to a
wooden castle with Mondop, a kind of Thai architectural design, according to the availability of
natural resources and Thai craftsmanship. And the underlying idea that king was god still existed.
During the Rattanakosin Period, the structure of Kudakhan for the royal institution is the same as that
of Ayuttaya Period. Kudakhan is also situated in the boundaries of the Palace. It is a building with a
Mondop and is mostly decorated with carved wood, gilded ornaments and stained glass. The walls
of the building support the weight of the building and the top is a wooden structure. The four corners
of the building support the weight of the top and the roof.

The Kudakhan in the religious instutition is situated in the main axis of the temple. During the
early Rattanakosin Period, it was a building with a Mondop; however, the Mondop was later changed
into a Prang, Mongkut and Phra Keaw depending on the builders’ creativity. It is mostly decorated
with porcelain and its walls are thicker than those of the royal Institution because they have to
support the masonry top. Since the masonry walls are thick, the interior space is smaller.

The findings indicate the development of architectural design through time yet holding fast to
the underlying idea which plays an important role in the construction. it is hoped that this thesis will

be beneficial for further investigation in the continuance of Thai architecture for future generations.





