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The purpose of this research was to study the development of perspective
taking in Thai children. Samples were 120 Thai children aged 4-15 with equal number of
males and females in each group. The research instrument consisted of stories
including pictures and questions about the stories. After that, the children were asked to
describe thoughts and feelings of characters in the stories. In addition, the children had
to describe their own thoughts and feelings in relation with close friends. The researcher
used those information to evaluate stages of perspective taking development of Thai
children according to Selman's theory (1979). Comparison of results from this research
and Munlika Suntihirunpak’s (2002, according to Feffer & Gourevitch 1960) were finally

done.

Results of the study are as follows :
Perspective taking development of Thai children aged 4-5, 6-8, 9-10, 11,
12-13, and 14-15 are at Level 0 : Egocentric or undifferentiated perspectives, Level 1 :
Subjective or differentiated perspectives, lLevel 2 : Self-reflection or reciprocal
perspectives, between Level 2 and 3, Level 3 : Third-person or mutual perspectives,
and Level 4 : Societal or in-depth perspectives respectively.
Results of this study are in accordance with Munlika Suntihirunpak’s in

the sense that Thai children aged 12 have already had perspective taking.





