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The objectives of this thesis are to gather and analyse pelicies and laws concerning protection and
solutions of the problems of foreign child labour in Thailand, and to monitor the implementation of those
policies and laws. This thesis also examines the problems and obstacles of the implementation in order to
make further recommendations for effective protection and solutions of the foreign child labour problems. in
this regard, the author applies qualitative research method by collecting information from secondary data as
well as in-depth interviewing with 14 officers from concerning organisations both governmental, non-
governmental and international organisations, and with 31 child labour from Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia.

From the research, the situation of foreign child labour problems has increased and complicated as
there are many factors causing the migration into Thailand. In addition, foreign child labour has encountered
the difficulties of rescue and repatriation processes. The illegal migrant status and language and cultural
differences have also put these foreign child labour into difficult situation. Moreover, the research found that
the process of trafficking and working conditions of these child labour violate the International Labour
Organisation Convention Number 182 concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

After thoroughty analysing relevant policies and laws, it could be said that there has been no specific
policies and laws that could cover all aspects of the problems of foreign child labour. Instead, current policies
and laws merely concern with various and obscure status of these labour. As a consequence, it is under the
judgment of each officer and each agency on which laws they will apply to foreign child labour situation. There
have been conflicts among agencies on the implementation of prevention law and protection law.

The recent efforts of the Thai government in protecting and solving the problems of child labour are
seen as the shift of the problems from Thai to foreign child labour. Since the solving of the situation of Thai
child labour was successful, the government has given little attention to the labour law enforcement in order to
protect child fabour. Projects or activities concerning the protection of foreign child labour have been
neglected. There is stilt no proper way of the protecting and solving the problems of Thai and foreign child
labour separately. As a result, the protection of rights of foreign child labour is not highly effective and it cannot
deal with the complexity of the situation. However, the assistance and protection of foreign child labour have
been improved because of the progress in law concerning trafficking in women and children and their

enforcement.





