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The objectives of this study were (1) to analyze gender discourse in Thai society, (2) to examine
learning process for empowerment of women in non-governmental organizations involved with women
development, and (3) to propose educational guidelines for gender equality. Documentary research, in-depth
interview, and focus group discussion were employed for data collection and analysis.

It was found that patriarchy was the dominant discourse in Thai society. Thus, the identity of
women was recognized as “the other”. In order to empower themselves, women in non-governmental
organizations learned to work and share activities at the individual level prior to networking their work at group
level and, finally, to the society-at-large. Their empowerment learning process began with activities relating to
awareness of women problems in patriarchal society, women self-value, patriarchal structure of the society, and
finally, their power to resist such structure.

As for the educational guidelines, it was proposed that schools should organize their learning
activities with the recognition of gender equality. There should be cooperation among non-governmental
organizations, schools, and non-formal education centers in providing short-course training on such matter.

Family and community should socialize their members the vatue of gender respect.





