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The purpose of this research is to study the settlement patterns of industrial labours in Pathum
Thani Province by considering the distribution of residential areas, housing types, the relation between
residential area and working place as well as the socio-economic characteristics of the industrial labours.
Samples are drawn from districts in which factories and workers' housing are agglomerated. Data are
coliected through structured interview, using questionnaires on factory workers, and are analyzed through
SPSS Program.

Research results show that most of the industrial tabours are rural migrants, thus creating
demand for housing in the area. The important factors mentioned by the workers in choosing the
residential area are the proximity to the work place; acquaintance with people in the area; and
convenience in making a trip. As a resuft, settlements of the industrial labours are located near work
places. Housing in these areas is in the forms of single house, townhouse, dormitory, apartment, and fiat.
The migrated labours mostly rent a unit in dormitory, apartment, and flat paying 1,000 to 2.500 Baht rental,
while the local workers choose single house and townhouse with the rental of 1,300 to 4,000 Baht.
Residential areas and work place are related physicélly through location, housing type, and environment;
economically through income and expense; and socially through way of life. Workers live within 4
kilometers from the work place, and within 10 kilometers if transportation is provided by the factory.
Shopping is made from the groceries or the markets nearby their houses. On their days off, workers stay
home to rest or do household chores. On long holidays, they return to their hometown to visit family. The
cited problems concerning workers' housing are congestion, noise pollution, and degraded environment.
it is recommended that in order to accommodate migrant workers in this area, housing should be
supplied near the factories with efficient transportation network as well as public utilities and services. In
addition, Workers’ Reserved Fund should be set up to promote saving among workers and to give

financial aid to needy industrial labours.





