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The experiment was aimed to find out effect of stockingbdensity and EM on nursing of
Pangasius bocourti. They were completely randomized design in factorial of 2 factors consisting:
factor 1) the used of EM and no EM, and factor 2) different stocking densities. The experiment
was divided into 3 phases. Phases 1 and 3 had 3 replicates while phase 2 had 4 replicates. In
phase 1 and 2, the 2 and 18 days post-hatching larvae and fry were randomly counted and put into
plastic containers(10L) at the densities of 7.5, 15, 22.5, 30/L and '3.5, 7, 10.5, 14/L, respectively.
They were fed to satiation with moina for 16 and 22 days, respectively. For phase 3, the 40 day
post-hatching fry were randomly counted and stocked at 1, 2, 4, 6/L in aquaria (100L). They were
fed with 40% protein pellet to satiation for 40 days. There was no water changing during the
experiment of 3 phases excepting limed water replacement (500 ml/days/container) of sampled
water quality analysis at the same volume in every treatment. The results showed that densities
affected sizes and growths of the fry in 3 phases. Lower densities had significantly (P<0.05)
larger sizes and faster growth rates than the higher densities. The use of EM reduced TAN (total
ammonium nitrogen) to be lower than those no EM used at 0-22.35, 3.38-8.80 and 3.62-8.36 % in
phase 1, 2 and 3, respectively, which resulted in increasing survival rate to be higher than the no
EM used at 16.6§-47.96, 2.63-23.69 and 9.90-50.30%. The use of EM could reduce cost of the fry
at B 0.18-0.35, 0.09-1.14 and 0.48-2.12 each. In addition, The EM could increase the return on
investment at 15.37-43.31, 2.48-13.63 and 5.29-22.47%, which were higher than those with out

the EM used, respectively.





