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Abstract 1 8 6 1 0 8

This research on the topic, “The Influences of Newspaper’s political
Headlines on the Government’s Stability” implements the
interdisciplinary method that incorporates quantitative and qualitative
approaches to achieve the following objectives:

1. To study newspapers' principles of news topic selection and
political headlining;

2. To explore the roles and functions of newspaper headlines in
stimulating public altitudes toward politicians;

3. To examine the Iimpacts of newspaper headlines on

governments;

4. To study political leaders’ views on the headlining of political
news; and

5. To study political leaders’ views on the roles and responsibilities of
the press.

The quantitative research gathers data from quota sampling
questionnaires distributed to 400 samples in total from 10 different
professions: (1} academics, (2) public servants, (3) physicians, (4)
businessmen, (5) state enterprise employees, (6) private company
employees, (7) entrepreneurs, (8) commercial establishments and
street venders, (9) college students and (10) laborers. The
questionnaires are distributed in equal proportion among different
genders and professions. The data analysis is based on percentage,
mean, frequency, Standard Deviation (SD), One-Way Analysis of
Variation (ANOVA) and LSD. The results are as follows:

On the issue of the influences of political news reporting on the
government’s stability toward the end of term, the sample findings
§how moderate results with the highest mean in the question of the
influence of political news reporting in accelerating premature
administrative dissolution and the lowest mean in the question of
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personal issue involvement. Likewise, the influences of political
headiines toward the end of government term are moderate with the
highest mean in the question of headline credibility and the lowest
mean in the question of personal view insertion into headlines.

The profession-based analysis of variation reveals significant difference
in the opinions on political news reporting and headlines toward the
end of govemment term. In addition, the calculation of difference
between the means classified by professions shows that the academic
group has more opinions on political news reporting than the public
servants, physicians, executive officers, private company employees,
street venders and laborers, which is fransliated into a statistically
significant differential of 0.01; the public servants have less opinions
than state enterprise employees, entrepreneurs and college students
with a statistically significant differential of 0.01; the physicians have less
opinions than state enterprise employees, entrepreneurs, street venders
and college students, accounting for a statistically significant
differential of 0.01.

The research hypotheses are as follows:

1. The roles of newspaper headlines (professional viewpoints) are
different from those in the Mass Communications principles of
news headlines (academic viewpoint);

2. Political headlines have influences on the public attitudes toward
-governments; and

3. Political headlines can accelerate dissolution of governments
before the expiration of the four-year term.

The testing of the aforementioned hypotheses vyields the following
results:

1. News professionals (news editors) insist that the roles of
newspaper headlines according to the profession’s standards
contradict neither the academic principles of headline writing
nor the roles and functions of headlines in that a headline - as a
senfence, a phrase or a short message - conveys and
summarizes the core news message in such a way that captures
the reader's attention to the news itself. The news professionals
dismiss politicians’ accusation that headlines are unrelated to the
news, claiming that every headline is derived from news contents
and that only Manager and Thai Post newspapers exercise
untraditional approaches of headiining. To specify, Manager
allows occasional insertion of personal opinions as long as such
opinions are presented in the most possible neutral light and no
personal interest involved, only a reflection of facts for the
reader’s interest. To a greater extreme, Thai Post expresses that
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the insertion of personal views into headiines is not wrong
because the news conient liself is free from personal views or
exaggeration. Headline wiiting is a matter of clearly expressing
the publication’s standpoint and iits role as a news critic and
reporier. The publication, moreover, claims that their headlines
misror the societal frends and public sentiments.

. Politicians who are affected directly by political headlines view
that political headlines can determine government popularity
and that governments take into account the directions of
polifical headlines when making decisions conceming policy
adjustments or cabinet reshuffles. This is because headlines are
an indicator of government popularity in the public’s eye at that
particular time. On the same token, politicians consider political
headlines as a creator of both positive and negative images of
politicians and consequently influence the public attitudes
toward politicians, as seen in such headlines as “Chuen Shueang
Sha” (Sluggish Chuen), “Chiew Kwan Chiep” (Ultra Sweet
Chiew), "Hlong Chu Luang Luk” (Nosy, Bossy Mastermind), “Ror
Mor Tor Pa Lan” (Scandalous Agricultural Minister), “Thep Tivew"
(The Mountainous Guy), “Por Chor Por Tam Ngan Duai Pak” (Lip
Service Democrat Party), “Khoy Yee" (Disgustingly Dangling
{Lips}). “Por Ror Bor Khai Chart” (Traitor Act) and “Ror Bor Uea Aar
Thon" (Solicitous Government]). Major General Sanan
Kachonprasart, Mahachon Party leader and former secretariat
of the Democrat Party, commented that such negative images
permanently attached to the Democrat Party are the results of
the accumulation of headline-stimulated trends that made the
public grow weary of the Democrat Party and their images of
sluggish, stiff followers of rules. A case in point: Navin Chidchob,
deputy leader of the Thai Rak Thai Party, views that the image
attached to him has been created by news headlines from years
past to the present. As it is, no matter how well he works, the
public still attaches him fo the unattractive images imposed by
newspapers, which consequently affected his positions in the
cabinet. On the same token, Pornthep Thepkanchana makes a
bold statement that newspapers can turn a bad person into a
saint and a good person into a devil in the public’s mind.

- The data analysis reveals that headiines have influences on
government stability, as seen in the cases of the Chuenl
adminisiration, the Banhan adminisiration, the Chawalit
administration and the Chuen2 administration. During the last
three months toward the end of term of the above
administrations, news headlines had negative impacts on the
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governmental stability. Headlines became a decisive factor on
which the govemment leaders based their decisions for
prematurely ending the govemment term under Section 7 of the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand of 1997 and 1991 either
by dissolving the House of Representatives or resignations of
prime ministers.

During the first term of Prime Minister Chuen Leekpai
administration, newspaper headlines gave rise to the catch
phrase, “Sor Por Kor 4-01" (Land Reform Policy). Key figures in the
Chuen 1 government admitted that Prime Minister Chuen
decided to dissolve the House of Representatives because of the
constant reappearance of the issue on news headlines. Thai
Rath particularly played the topic on its headlines continuously
for seven months. The public in time lost confidence in the
government’s ability to run the country. Palang Dharma Party’s
decision to withdraw from the multi-party government was aiso
influenced by such headlines.

During the Banharn Silapaarcha administration, news headiines
made “Hlong Chu Luang Luk” (Nosy, Bossy Mastermind) a
common phrase. Again, key figures in the Banharn government
admitted that the public lost confidence in the administration
from day one and commented that such headiines gradually
grew on the public’'s mind even though the government was just
formed and had not made any mistakes at the time. In the end,
Prime Minister Banharn decided to dissolve the House of
Representatives. Nawin Chidshop, deputy leader of Thai Rak Thai
party, commented that public pressure and the weakening of
societal trust had driven the Banharn administration to failure as it
was projected as an unfair and obscure government. Each and
every negative image imposed on the cabinet members drove
the government into a state of instability.

During the Chawalit Yongchaiyuth administration, “Mob Mue
Tue” (Mobile Mob) headlines became a popular phrase. Key
figures in this administration believed that the public confidence
disappeared with the announcement of the baht floatation,
which ignited demonstrations to evict Prime Minister General
Chawalit by middle-class people on Silom Road at the very
center of the country’s business districts. They also viewed that
news headlines and the administration's underestimation of the
situations stired negative impacts on the administration and

gveniuolly pressured Prime Minister General Chawalit to step
own.
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in the second term of the Chuen administration, the catch
phrase, “Por Ror Bor Kai Chart” (Traitor Act) emerged from news
headlines. Key figures in the Chuen2 administration claimed that
since then they failed to win voles because such negative
headilines were constantly painted onto the public sentiment for
a whole three years of the Chuen2 government in the attempt to
solve economic problems.

On the contrary, headliners during the first term of the Thaksin
administration were a different story. The four years of running the
country, especidlly the last three months before the term
expiration - traditionally, a busy fime for negative messages
against running governments - saw the popular rise of the “Uea
Ar Thom" (Solicitude) tagline. Key figures in the Thaksin
administration assumed that one of the reasons why Thai Rak
Thai Party had won a landslide election that made possible the
formation of the one-party Thaksin2 government on February 2,
2006 was that political news during the four years of the Thaksin
administration were headlined with more positive than negative
messages.

From the perspective of the opposition party politicians, the
trends of political news headiining were influenced by the
publicity agenda created by the Thaksinl administration. For
example, the Prime Minister Thaksin Meets the People radio show
on Saturdays, Liverpool Lottery, Orikami Propaganda, Mobile
Cabinet, Legitimized Underground Lottery, Lip Service Opposition
Parties, and the Regulars (a nickname for academics who
disagreed with the government), etc. Moreover, there were
media interferences in the forms of tax audits, purchasing of
advertising space, civil lawsuits and damage claims against
newspapers.

Suggestions:

1. An impartial entity should be formed to monitor practices of the
press to prevent both positive and negative influences on the
society; ‘

2. The press should implement proactive strategies in exploring
news stories instead of following the popular trends, especially
those invented by governments; otherwise, journalists would not

be able to truly monitor and examine the government's
performance; and

An in-depth research in the newspaper reader’s perspective should be
conducted the findings of which could be used in a comparative study

" with this press-oriented research paper to examine whether and how
closely the two different approaches are related.





