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Abstract 235773

This research aimed to 1) study the problems and obstacles in performance of duties
encountered by police officers in Mueang District, Chiang Mai during 2008-2010 and 2) to
suggest suitable guidelines for conducting a peacekeeping operation for police officers controlling
political rallies in Mueang district, Chiang Mai. The research methodologies used were
quantitative and qualitative. Questionnaires and interview forms were used as instruments to
colléct data from 190 police officers who operated in political rallies, 8 police administrators of
provincial police stations in Mueang Chiang Mai, Mae Ping, Phu Ping Palace, Chang Phuak, 2
experts in law and political science and 10 members of the general public participating in politics
in Mueang district,.Chiang Mai.

The interviews with police officers from 4 provincial police stations who performed
peacekeeping duties found that the problems and obstacles of the police officers were to do with
welfare support, allowance and recompense, the condition of community areas and the low
numbers of police officers in highly populated village areas. In addition, there were difficulties
with law enforcement due to an influential group of political people in Mueang district, Chiang
Mai who were close to the political officials. This resulted in an inefficient performance by the

police officers in controlling and investigating the political rallies.
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The interviews with police administrators from 4 provincial police stations revealed that
~ one of the problems and obstacles for the police officers in Mueang District, Chiang Mai during
2008-2010 was that there was no precise plan and lack of direction in an operation. The previous
plan, which was made by the central Royal Thai Police, lacked the actual perspective to solve the
"rally problems in each area. Besides, there were problems and 0bsta¢les asa result of inadequate
numbers of police officers to perform an investigation and look after the area in Mueang district.
Other problems were inefficient vehicles, insufficient budget, and a group of influential people in
the area. |

The guidelines for practical solutions in order to improve peacekeeping during political
rallies suggested by the police officers and police administrators were as follows: the number of
police officers should be increased to give adequate policing of all areas; welfare payments
should be increased and provided sufficiently and equally to all police officers; training should be
given to subordinates to promote understanding of political situations, the constitutional
monarchy, and the democratic attitude as well as political neutrality; working methods should be
developed and improved to serve the problem conditions, population number, topography and
number of the political protesters; police strategies and negotiation methods should be used in
training and reviewed frequently in order to be well prepared and to help understand the steps
precisely, focusing on both efficiency and effectiveness.

The distinguished experts and general public participating in politics agreed with police
officers about the nature of the problems and obstacles encountered by police officers, and also
that there was a need to follow the policy and command from the government or political
officials; they also noted a lack of decisiveness in law enforcement and the prevalence of
selective treatment. The distinguished experts and the general public gave the opinion that police
officers, who are the machinery of the government, need to follow the law and use it
straightforwardly without impartiality for any particular party and should consider mainly the
benefits to the general public and the justice.

The suggestion from this study was that there should be legislation issued specifically for
controlling a public rally. The police officers and protesters could then follow these in order to
create a peaceful rally, and the rally must not harm safety of life and the government and general

public’s property in accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550.
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Although political rally is a liberty and a right under a democratic system, problems occurring
from violent rallies affect the society and economy of the country including the unrelated general
_public. Official piaces were also invaded for public rallies. Public rally is related to peace within
svociety, and could affect the liberty and rights of the people who did not attend the rally.
Therefore, there should be a law passed to protect violation of the rights of the general public that

did not participate, in accordance with the constitutional law.





