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This research aims to study the problems and obstacles expericﬂced in the narcotics
suppression activities of the Office of Narcotics Control Region 5, and to study the guidelines for
reducing these problems and obstacles.

In this research, the researcher uses qualitative and quantitative research study
methods, and the results show that there are five key problems and obstacles experienced during
the narcotics suppression operations of the Office of the Narcotics Control Région 5, which are as
follows:

1. The flow of information is not timely and arrives too late, and thus cannot be used .
for narcotics suppression operations.

2. There remain some conflicts in the policy framework. As the military does. not
allow drug df:-als to be set up around the borders, this presents obstacles for police officers who
wish to operate in these areas.

3. There is insufficient manpower within the Office of Narcotics Control Region 5,
plus a lack of effectiveness, skills, proficiency, working experience and knowledge in terms of

enforcing laws, especially those related to information and regulations.
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4. The budget for narcotics operations has been reduced dramatically. The operating
budget is now not enough to cover the assigned tasks, and there have been constant delays in
terms of approval and payment of the budget.

5. The upper-northern area is remote and difficult to access, which makes it easy for
the importing and transportation of drugs into the inner areas. Since the border is forested, then
together with the presence of the Khong River there are many natural ways to bring narcotics into
the country. There are problems in terms of monitoring and operating in the. border areas, and this
makes it difficult to develop a narcotics suppression strategy, plus the transportation routes are
convenient for delivering narcotics into the inner areas of the country, meaning that narcotics
suppression activities do not work effectively.

6. Related people and organizations do not provide high enough levels of
cooperation. Mostly people who face related problems (e.g. their children are addicted to drugs)
cooperate, while others think it is none of their business and are afraid of the drug dealers and
addicts, and the dealers’ powers.

Guidelines for resolving the above problems are as follows:

1. The Government must aim to seriously prevent and suppress narcotics activities by
cooperating with neighboring countries in order to eliminate sources of production; working
proactively to deal with the sources of production and the importing of narcotics into the country,
both by pressuring other countries and coordinating with them.

2. Assign tasks related to the prevention and resolution of narcotics problems
according to the policy framework, making them importanf routine jobs for all public sectors.

3. Improve the competency of all sectors; public and private organizations and
people, in terms of coordinating effectively and rapidly preventing and resolving narcotics
problems.

4. Decisively prosecute narcotics producers, dealers, importers and exporters, as well
as influential people who support narcotics activities.

5. Promote narcotics control at different levels, including the community/village, the
sub-district, district and provincial levels, by using management mechanisms at each level within

a specific area. Operate in accordance with the situation found in each area by integrating
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processes needed to prevent and resolve narcotics problems, while developing economic and
societal issues simultaneously.

6. There should be an organization/sector set up to coordinate and administer the
narcotics suppression activities of all sectors, in order that they can operate effectively and
precisely.

7. Promote public relations and perform psychological activities in order to raise

people’s consciousness and ideals up to a level that changes their habits so as to reduce, prevent

and stop narcotics using activities.





