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ABSTRACT
TE 158333

This thesis was aimed at examining problem and nced of the elderly people and
children i the Northern community, what made them differ from those in the past, and
how they were currentiy

The rescarch site was Sansai Village, Luang Nhen Sub-District, Doi  Saket
District. Chiang Mai Province Data were collected via the following methods : observation,
mterview. group discussion, and participatory rural appraisal. Key informants comprised the
clderly people and children lLiving together in 16 families, community lcaders, tecachers,
monks. member of housewife group, and general elderly people, children and youth with in
the  community. Subsequently, collected data were cross — checked, classified, categorized,
analvzed and interpreted based on the established conceptual framework. Findings were as
follows:

The studied subjects were found to have had various physical and mental,
psyvchological and emotional. cconomic and social problems. Some remained the same as
those found in the past. Others differed. Some major ones were the following: the elderly
expericuced severe tension and deeply worried about financial matters, their own and their

grandchildren’s  future | long-term  effects of HIV/AIDS and other addictive substances.
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Moreover, they wanted their own children to look after them. On the other hand, the
children were worried about School learning and financial matters. They needed parental
love and warmth as well as real understanding from the elderly

Labour migration, AIDS and drugs problems plus the formal education system
accounted for the changed nature of the above problems and needs. The first three,
themselves results of social, economic, and cultural changes, turned formerly extended
familics. Thus, what was obviously missing was direct parental love and warmth. Some
children inevitably became problem children.

Moreover, the education system which did not attach real importance and value
to the clderly’s wisdom exerted a very strong impact upon thé young studeants. They
adopted and practiced School — and peer-based thought and living models totally
incomprechensible to the clderly at home. They simply could not undersiand and accept
them. Finally, they were not able to offer any advice. At the same time, the children felt
that the elderly were simply not up-to-date. ihus, they saw no need to heed their advice.

Currently. both pnblic and private agencies were providing assistance for the
clderly pcople and children. However, it primarily focused on such basic problems as
physical health. economic and social not on mental and e:motional ones currently on the
dramatic risc.

Given all above problems and even given the generation and communication gap.
the elderly people still served as the social safcty net rcady to cope with the emerging
problems and come to the children’s rescue. Without them, the children would certainly
have experienced a lot more problems. On the contrary, with out the grandchildren, the
elderly would also have encounted alot more difficutties. Therefore, it was recommended
that activities promoting better ties between the elderly people and children, and training
sessions on the elderly’s . child and teenager psychology be organized. Moreover, training
programs dealing with the elderly’s should be organized for public sector and relevant

nongovernmental organizations’ personnel.



