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/ Mbstract

The objective of this research is to study the problems of
foreign labor regarding the illegal Karen immigrants from Myanmar in
Mae 8ot District, Tak province. The study is to find out whethef the
Karen immigrants took the jobs of Thai {abor. In terms of quality,
who were better off between Thai and Karen labors?. Would the employing
of Karen labor pose any problem on Thai security’ and how did they
adjust their way of life in Thailand?.

The 50-sampling group was comﬁrised of 10 businessmen; 10
government officials; 10 Kamnans; village chiefs: and local politicians;
10 Thai Labor; and 10 Karen labor in Mae Sot District. The data ¢ollection
was made through the use of different techniques, including an interview
schedule,and an observation.

The findings are as follows:

1. The job in Iocal market was mostly occupied with Karen labor

bbecause they did not ask for high salary and social welfair benefit



" 1ike the Thai. This has resulted in causing many Thai Iabor losing

f the1r jobs.

2. The Karen Iabor were better than The Thai in terms of honesty,
discipllne, and hardshlp By and large they were more trustworthy than
the Thai.

3. Mae Sot Distr‘ct is short of Thai labor because of low wage
— \

: andv‘they also preferred éS work elsevhere outside Mae Sot or worked
;Eindepdently in a farm.

4. The illegal Karen immigran£s, especially female labor working
 ‘as prostitutes, have impacted on the country s securlty resulting from
the flowing out of money to ﬁ&anmar which also affected Thai national

image abroad.



