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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to determine dental caries status in children aged 2 —5 years,
to assess dental health care behavior of the parents and also to determine the relationship between such
behavior and the severity of dental caries of the children in Mae Mo district, Lampang province.

Three hundred children in child center were randomly selected. The caries status was
assessed by dmft index and self- reported questionnaires were conducted among their parents. Data
were analysed by descriptive statistics and Chi—square test was used to determine the relationship
between parents’ behavior and dental caries severity of the children. The results of this study revealed
that the caries prevalence of duciduous teeth was 69.6 %, the mean dmft was 3.7 teeth per person.
The results also showed the relationship between dental caries severity of the children and bottle feeding
pattern, age of quitting bottle feeding, frequency of snack consumption, oral health care practices and
oral examination by parents (p < 0.005).

The results indicated that behavioral modification of the parents and care givers should be

considered in order to reduce dental caries in preschool children both prevalence and severity.





