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The objectives of this study were 1) to study the conditions and methods of practice of

Abstract

the non-government organizations in Khon Kaen in solving different types of children’s
problems; 2) to examine the strengths and weaknesses of problem-solving and the governmental
support needed by non-governmental organization in the developing of solutions; 3) to investigate
the performance and means of coordinating between the governmental and non-governmehtal
organizations in solving different types of children’s problems; 4) to study means in developing a
practicable system of child protection; and 5) to build a network of non-governmental
organizations for solving children’s problems and protecting children.

The study population consisted of 198 cases, including administrations, officers of the
organizations and fostered children, from 8 non-governmental developmental organizations in
Khon Kaen. This study was qualitative research and participatory action research (PAR).
Research tools were a semi-structured interview (SSI), interview guide, participant observation,
non-participant observation, focus group discussion, and participatory action research. This study

" was conducted over the course of 18 months, from April 2005 to September 2006.

Results are as follows: 7
All eight organizations performed the tasks indicated in their objectives, including
solving children’s problems, helping children obtain education, training children in integrated

agriculture (some organizations), and providing them with moral guidance. The means of solving
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children’s problems involved the participation of children, the community, and the network of
organizations.

The strengths and weaknesses in solving most of children’s problems were related to
budget, staff, public relations, administration and management, foster children, and buildings and
location. The needs of the non-governmental qrganizations included budget for developing the
children’s caretakers, public relations to increase social awareness of potential social problems for
children. The organizations wanted societal acceptance of children with problems and support for
children’s career development, a building, a site, and educational funds.

Quantitative results were obtained on the performance in solving the problems of
children. All eight organizations helped children with HIV and children with drug-addiction with
80% effectiveness on both problems, The success rate was 95% for students who studied at
Prapriyutom (Buddhist School). Qualitatively, the children had the opportunity to obtain an
education and mental rehabilitation. The children were also happy, responsible, honest, and
moral. Methods of coordinating problem solving among governmental and non-governmental
organizations were connecting through an organizational network, meetings, telephone, fax,
email, and written projects seeking funding.

The goals in developing a practicable system for protecting children were to remain
child-centered, not to violate children’s rights, to teach children both academics and morals.
Caretakers have to understand children and have to be fair. The building and site must be safe.

Leading organizations were continuously active and cooperating regularly in creating a
network, in contacting the media, and in organizing meetings, seminars, youth activities, such as

camping and field trips.





