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ABSTRACT

The objective of this progress report is to investigate the status of production and
utilization of medicinal plants in Ban Chiang Community in the District of Mae Chaem in Chiang
Mai Province — through the activities of the Traditional Healers’ Club of Mae Chaem with Phra
Anek Mahaviro as its adviser. Methods applied for this qualitative study are conversations, in
depth interviews and participatory observations, and the study itself is a loosely analytical
description of happenings and their causal relationships in the framework of the given theoretical
concepts. The field research was carried out durin;g January and May 2005,

Ban Chiang Community, as well as Mae Chaem, are interesting for this project, for
their transition from a traditional society to a modernized one is on the way, and Mae Chaem has
a long history of seeking its own definition of existential survival in the storm of changes.

The Traditional Healers’ Club of Mae Chaem, which has pow 60 members, has 6
objectives, that are: to continue and to pass on the indigenous medical knowledge, to conserve
local medicinal plants, to revive Thai medicinal plants, to promote the use of herbal medicinal
plants and of heaith care by traditional healers, to encourage local people to make use of herbal
plants and traditional health care in their daily life, and to give people more alternatives of health
self care.

The activities of Phra Anek, which were undertaken in the name of the Traditional
Healers® Club and out of his own interest, could be considered to serve the objectives of the club.
It was also found that the experiences, the life style, the vision and the philosophy of Phra Anek
were very valable and worth carefully thinking over and taking as work philosophy to handle
with natural resources and to manage the utilization of medicinal plants in Thai society to be

sustainable.
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