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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study aimed to determine reporting quality of new cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis patients with sputum smear positive results.

The data on the reporting procedures was collected from 14 community hospitals where
locate at Thai-Lao border areas of Nongkhai and Loei provinces during January 1, 2005 to
December 31, 2005. The information was extracted from several sources such as laboratory
record, epidemiological surveillance reports, tuberculosis register records, hospital summary
reports and questionnaires to staff who worked on the reporting from 4 sections on their working
attitude and reporting procedure problems,

The study results showed that in 2005, found totally 395 new sputum-smear positive
results and 374 patients of them were included into this study. The coverage of reports mostly
found reporting tuberculosis records (67.38%), followed by epidemioclogy surveillance (17.91%)
and hospital summary reports (13.90%), respectively. The reporting quality of 67 epidemiology
surveillance reports found completed filled variables more than 80%. Errors mostly found less
than 80% such as onset date, date of finding patients and age as 61.19%, 77.61% and 79.10%,
respectively.

For timeline of reporting, the reporting time within 3 days was 62.69% and within 7 days
was 76.12% which were lower than 80% of tuberculosis records. The 252 report of tuberculosis
were completed and accurate variables more than 80%. The least low accurate variable was
patient names (95.63%). Fifty-two patients who were reported into CID-10: Al15.0 found
completeness of the reports more than 80%, and accuracy of variables found more than 80%

accuracy of input found only 73.07%.



As of the study results would recommend A suggestion from this study is from covering
the patient reports that are very different, we should consider reducing the reports for the
necessary cases which the reports need to be the most qualitative to report, and the information of
main variables should not lose, so it will reduce some overlapping duties of the staffs. The
executives should always follow the situation of tuberculosis in their areas to active their staffs
for using the information to proceed and report the patients. There should be some studies of the
patients whom they found tuberculosis but have not reported to any systems for making sure that
the patients will loss before getting the treatments. Public health of both countries should hold
some meetings to share the information of the patients or cooperate activities, so the patients will
get the complete treatments, complete appointments, and most suitable. Also, the hospitals should
make the plan of cooperation of related sections for proceeding and reporting the patients which

will reflect the real size of epidemiology problems.





