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Project code : RDG4730002
Project title : Development of Sub-district Administration Qrganization on
Occupational Health and Safety Services in the Informal
Sector Workers
Researchers : Uraiwan Inmuong‘, Panee Ritmak', Dusadee Aryuwatz,
Yanyong !nmuong3
'Faculty of Public Health, Khon Kaen University
2Facu!ty of Humanities and Social Science, Khon Kaen University
3Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies, Mahasarakham University
email address : uraiwan@kku.ac.th

Study period : October 2004 — May 2005

Abstract

This research aimed to develop; (i) learning-process potential of Sub-district
Administration Qrganizations (SAOs) in exploring problems and resolutions towards
occupational health and safety matters of informal sector workers, and (ii) roles and
responsibilities of SAQ in managing occupational health and safety matters for informal
sector workers.

Participatory action research was employed in two small SAOs; Ban Meng at
Nong Rua District of Khon Kaen and Sra Pon Thong at Kaset Som Boon of
thaiyapoom Provinces. Research activities were 1) conducting surveys on general
baseline data about informal-sector workers, 2) analyzing careers' situation, working
conditions, and health safeguard problems using group interviews and focus-group
techniques, while at this stage lastly presented those finding results to SAO Councils,
community leaders and concerned organizations, 3) assessing SAO potentials while
researchers and local representatives together gathered all relevant field data and input
that into local community analysis and resolution meetings, and 4) developing SAO
roles and responsibilities on occupational health and safety code of conduct by
organizing a series of local brainstorming meetings, while the !ast meeting was for
public and government sector comments on those drafted roles and practice guideline.

The research results could contribute SAOs having sufficient information on
informal sector workers, while eventually they could include such issue as one of the
key agendas incorporated into the 3-years development plan (2548-2550 B.E.). By this

research activity, both researchers and local representatives had systematically gained



experiences and learned about local problem analysis, resolution measures, and SAQO
participatory planning process development while all parties agreed to have the SAO
play a key role in handling health and safety issues of informa! sectors interconnected
with other concerned organizations. Most attractively, the SAO themselves finally could
think of arranging a new problem-solving institution, and lasting establishing the
‘Informal Sector Worker Center', while expecting this Center to perform health and
safety data collection, collaboration with related public and private organizations in order
to seek support, promote and resolve health and career difficulty matters, and even
evaluation on any interested issues of informal sector workers.

This research activity used participatory action approach, while health safeguard
and safety issues of informal-sector workers were collectively well concerned therefore
eventually resolution measures could be developed based on local community efforts.
The locals finally sought a critical mechanism, the Informal Sector Worker Center,

dealing with all issues related with those informal workers.

Key words : Sub-district Administration Organization, Occupational Health and Safety,

informa! Sector Workers
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TUESDAY MAY 31

1:30 - 3:00

Bauroom A

CS1. Biodiversity: Treated Properly in
Impact Assessment? Convention on
Biological Diversity Guidelines

Chair: Roel Slootweg

CBD Guidelines on Biodiversity In EIA & SEA. Roel
Slootweg, Arend Kolhotf, Rob Verheem, Robert Hoft.

Crispus ATTUCKS

CS2. Trade: Basic Awareness Building
Session on International Trade

Fadlitators: Rachel McCormick, Foreign Affairs
Canada and Chantal Line Carpentier, CEC

Handouts: A compilation of references on EA of Trade

Methodclogies and Studies, Basics of Trade Agreements,

An Introduction W Impact Assessment of Trade-related
Policies

Mouwy Pricrer

CS3. EMS: Case Studies
Chairs: Debra Zanewich and Maureen Hill

Environmental Impact Assessment as a Tool in Health,
Safety and Environmental Management Planning:
The West Africa Gas Pipeline Project. Will Gibson,
fohn Cornwell, Kathleen Thrun, Waker Palmer.

Estimate of Removal Capacity of Nutrients from the
Buffer Strip In Daecheong Reservoir. Tae Geun Kim,
Sang-Pyo Hong, jong Ho Lee, Sangbo Shim.

Dredged Material Management: An Aspect Often
Ignored in Most Impact Assessment Studies in
Nigeria. Elifah Ohimain.

Making the ESMPs Operative in the Field: Proposed Best
Practice for Transmisslon Lines in Latin America.
Pablo Cardinale, Robert Montgomery, Ricardo Katz,
Leonel Sierralta.

Bawroonm B

CS4. Public Participation
Chair: Plerre Andre

“No Surprises®-A Practical Approach to Successful
ElAs. Robert Federico.

Does Behaviour of Public During Public Particlpation
Reflect Public Responsibility? All Albayrak, Medet
Cinar, M. Mustafa Satilmls.

Public Participation as a Catalyst of Change in
Environmental Governance. KC Lam.

Effectiveness and Efficiency: Principal Indicators of
Quality Impact Assessment of Development
Intervention. Lila Karld, Stegfried Bauer.

31 May - 3 June 2005

Concurrent Sessions

PauL Revere A

BaLtrooat D

CS5. Quality Assurance, Data

Quality and Scale Issues

Chair: ElsajJoao

Data Quality Assurance Mchanisms for EIA and
SEA. Elsa Joao.

Data Presentation and Quality Assurance as Tools
of Transparent and Objective Dectsion-Making,
Kathy Thrun, Dean Gouvela.

Quality in Control? An Evaluation of the Quality,
Costs and Time of Duich ElA Studies for Road
Projects. Christa Kempenaar, Jos Arts, Emilija
Savanovic, Astrid Pautussen, Charlotte Wansink.

Paut Revere B

CS6. Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries: Workshop

Chair: willam Klassen

Actioning EIA for Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries. Patrick Duffy, Laura Russo.

Haym Sovoman

CS7. SEA: Adapting SEA to Different

Contexts and Systems 1

Chair: Thomas Fischer

Ethics in Political Decision-making: Can an SEA
Support a Palitically Correct Choice? Marc Van
Dyck.

Applying SEA Effectively in Different Planning
Contexts. Paola Gazzola.

Dynamigs of a Decision Support System in
Strategic Environmental Assessment implementa-
tion. Ainhoa Gonzalez, Alan Gilmer, Ronan
Foley, John Sweeney, John Fry.

SEA and Ramsar Convention in a Developing

Nation Context: A Case Study in Colombia. Berit
Balfors, Juan Azcarate, Kim Andersson.

WiLnians Dawes A

CS8. Impact Assessment of Oil and
Gas Pipelines

Chair: Robert Goodland

Introduction and Welcome, Robert Goodland.
The Sasol Natural Gas Project. Bianca Steinhardt.

Mozambique SASOL and Tanzanla Songo
Pipelines. Robert Robelus.

How USAID Decldes on Majer MDB Pipeline
Projects. Leslie johnston, Keith Kozloff.

Peru: Camisea Gas Pipeline. Aaron Goldzimer

166

CS9. HIA: Kaleidoscope

Chair: Lea den Broeder

Health Impact of Income-Generating Schemes on
Grass-Roots Workers: A Local PUBlIC Policy and
Planning Initiative in Remote Thalland. Uraiwan
Inmuong, Yanyong InmuonLPaieLLmak,
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Indigenous Peoples, unplanned access along the ROW into the forest, and severe eresion along the ROW have been
criticized.
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Health Impact of Income-Generating Schemes on Grass-Roots Workers: A Local Public Policy and Planning
Initiative in Remote Thailand

Inmuong. Uraiwan; Faculty of Public Health Khon Kaen University Thailand. Mittraphab RoadKhon Kaen, Khon Kaen
40002 Thailand. 66-43-362-076. Fax 66-43-347-058. uraiwan@kku.ac.th.

Inmuong. Yanyong: 3. Postgraduate Program in Environmental Science Graduate School, Mahasarakham,
Mahasarakham 40002 Thailand. 66-43-754-305. Fax 66-43-754-305. yanyong.i@msu.ac.th.

Ritmak, Panee; Faculty of Public Health Khon Kaen University Thailand, Mittraphab ReadKhon Kaen, Khon Kaen
40002 Thailand. 66-43-362-076. Fax 66-43-347-058. panrit@kku.ac.th.

Arvuwat, Dusadee; Faculty of Humanities and Social Science Khonkaen University Thailand, Mittraphab Read . Khon
Kacn, Khon Kaen 40002 Thailand. 66-43-348-300. Fax 66-43-237-605. dusavu@vyahoo.com.

This study aimed to explore the health impact of income-generating schemes en informal-sector workers in remote
areas of North East Thailand. The studied workers live in rural agricultural areas where they receive orders from
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to produce various types of hand-made goods in their homes. Health impact
studies showed that most of the workers suffered certain physical and mental consequences of this wark. Many of
the workplaces had inappropriate lighting, excess dust and were not ergonomically appropriate, which was causing
long-term pain for some of the workers. The workers were generally satisfied that they could work at home and thus
be close to their families. but most felt pressurised and became stressed at times close to the order due date. since
thev were afraid that if their products were considered to be of low quality, then they would be unable to trade with
the SMEs. These workers are not currently protected by National Labor Laws.

The study team further discussed with the local government (LG) about the feasibility of helping these workers
locally. Eventually, the LG agreed with the proposed concept of a participatory policy and planning development
initiative. Local groups such as the LG Council, health officials, teachers. villager lcaders and worker's
representatives. came together to discuss and learn how to change and develop local policy and planning to improve
the health and well-being of grass-root workers. Finally, a local policy and plan were developed to improve workers’
health and welfare, through improved communication between. and follow-up action by. workers'groups, LG and
provincial government officials. '

Healtl impact. informat-sector worker, local public policy

Shell's HIA improvement Project

Birley, Martin: Shell International Health Services, Carel van Bylandtlaan 30Den Haag. Den Haag 2501AN
Netherlands. + 31 (0)65 252 1813, Fax martin.birley@shell.com.

In 2003, Shell launched an HIA improvement project with a 2-year timeframe. In 2004, Shell published new internal
guidance on integrated impact assessment and a competence framework, and a training course on HiA for internal
staff and external consultants. These actions, among others, have provided the groundwork for the improvement
project. However, there are still a series of challenges to be resolved. One of these concerns external consultants:
what are the constraints that they face in order to acquire sufficient competence in HIA to be able to offer the service
that Shetl is seeking? This paper will suggest some answers and seek other answers from the audience,

Health impact assessment, Shell, constraints, improvement

Health Impact Assessment Methodology for Community Decision Making

Kwiatkowski, Roy; Health Canada, 6604M, lcanne Mance, Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OK9 Canada. |
613952 2828, Fax 1 613 954 0692. roy_kwiatkowski@hc-sc.ge.ca.

Gosselin, Pierre; INSPQ-CHUQ-DSP Quebec, 945 rue Wolfe Sainte-Foy, Quebec Canada. | 418 650 5115 ext 52054,
Fax | 418 654 3134, Pierre-L.Gosselin@crchul.ulaval.ca.

The accelerating industialization of developing countries, particularly throughout Asia, is likely to compound the
increasing demand for raw materials and the greater energy needed to fuel the global economy. Canada's wealth of
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Health Impact of income-Generating Schemes on Grass-Roots Workers: A Local Public

Policy and Planning Initiative in Remote Thailand

Assoc Prof Uraiwan inmuong1 Asst Prof Panee Ritmak'
Asst Prof Dr Dusadee Ayuwat2 Asst Prof Dr Yanyong Inmuong3
Abstract

This study aimed to explare the health impact of income-generating schemes on informat
sector workers in remote areas of North East Thailand. The studied workers live in rural agricultural
areas where they receive orders from small and medium enterprises {SMEs) to produce various
types of hand-made goods in their homes. Health impact studies showed that most of the workers
suffered certain physical and mental consequences of this work. Many of the workplaces had
inappropriate lighting, excess dust and were not ergonomically appropriate, which was causing
long-term pain for some of the workers. The workers were generally satisfied that they could work at
home and thus be close to their families, but most feit pressurised and became stressed at times
close to the order due date, since they were afraid that if their products were considered to be of low
quality then they would be unabie to trade with the SMEs. These workers are not currently protected
by National Labor Laws.

The study team further discussed with the local government {LG) about the feasibility of
helping these workers locally. Eventually, the LG agreed with the proposed concept of a
participatory policy and planning development initiative. Local groups such as the LG Council, health
officials, teachers, villager leaders and worker's representatives, came together to discuss and learn
how to change and develop local policy and planning to improve the health and weltbeing of grass-
root workers. Finally, a local policy and plan were developed to improve workers' health and welfare,
through improved communication between, and followup action by, workers'groups, LG and

provincial government officials.

Key words Local public policy, Informaksector worker, Health impact
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