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This thesis aims at studying the role of monkey in Thai folktales. The researcher collected 68

stories, both oral and literary versions, from Thai and Tai groups in Thailand.

There are many Thai folktales in which the monkeys play the role.  The monkey character is
present in various types of tales, i.e., the Tale of Phra Ram, Buddhist tale, didactic tale, animal tale,
explanatory tale and fairy tale. The monkey character in Thai folktales can be divided into two
distinctive types; that is, monkeys with special characteristics and ordinary monkeys. The monkeys
with special characteristics tend to be the Bodhisatta monkeys and the helper monkeys. The
Bodhisatta monkeys in Atthakhata Jataka are gigantic and powerful. They are kind and inteltigent
and like to help other people. The helper monkeys are found in the Rama story, Pafifiasa Jataka, folk
Jataka and fairy tales.  These helpers usually possess magic or magical items. They are brave,
honest and faithful. As for the ordinary monkeys, they are found in didactic tale and animal tale. They

are naughty and cunning just as any natural monkeys.

The researcher categorizes the role of the monkey character into four main groups: the
protagonist, the helper, the antagonist, and the supporting character. The role of the protagonist is
divided into the Bodhisatta monkeys in Atthakhata Jataka who a.re kind and like to help other people,
and the monkeys who hurt themselves with naughtiness and foolishness, mostly found in didactic
tale and animal tale. Monkeys who play the role of helper are found in the Rama story, Pafidsa
Jataka , folk Jataka and fairy tale. They have the major role in helping the protagonists with honesty
and faith. The antagonist monkeys found in Atthakhata Jataka would naughtily hurt the Bodhisatta.
As for the role of the supporting character, it is found in explanatory tale reflecting the relationship

between monkeys and humans in various aspects.

The researcher also analyzes three main images of the monkeys in Thai Folktales; that is, the
image of the kind Bodhisatta, the image of honest, faithful and brave monkey and the image of

naughty monkey.





