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This thesis aims to study the origins of and changes in Ban Tharae Catholic
Community, Changwat Sakon Nakhon, during 1884-1965. Moreover, it studies the causes
resulting in changes affecting this community. In addition, it analyzes the significant factors

which gave strength to the community, selected as an Archdiocese in 1965,

The result of the study indicates that Tharae Catholic Community, derived from
a mixture of Catholic Vietnamese and slaves bought by French Missionaries from King
Rama V. The main causes leading to community change were the Vietnamese immigrants
who arrived early on and after World War |, and the nationalist policy of Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram. All in all, The Vietnamese immigrants caused Tharae Catholic
Community's expansion and economic prosperity but the administration of Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram brought about the status change of catholic priests in the community, and
made some people convert to Buddhism. However, the factor which led to this community
being chosen as the place for the administration of an Archdiocese was the strength of the

community in refigion, education and the economy.





