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The purposes of this research were to study and understand the lifestyle of
Burmese crews in different aspects such as their life in Burma, in Thailand _aqd their future life
expectation. Qualitative research had been used together with anthropologic data gathering, field
studying with and without participation in everyday life such as staying at the fishermen
community and participating in fishing in order to easily collect data from observation, interview
and group discussion. The field study took 8 months from March to November in order to
cover all living activities and sea fishery both inside and outside Chumphon province.

Paknamlangsuan fishermen community was selected to study because it was
convenient to reach the data. In addition, it was the center of Burmese fishery labors in sea
fishery business and continuous fishery industry. the data were collected from 10 Burmese
crews who possessed working permit license, lived in the fishermen community and were able
to fairly communicate in Thai language by using Purposive Sampling method. Then the data
were checked in 3 aspects data aspect, researcher aspect, and aspect of data gathering in order to
have the accurate and reliable data for analyzing and presenting the result.

The result showed that most Burmese fishery crews are Buddhist and got married in
Burma. They immigrated into Thailand for working when they were about 13-33 years old with
around 6" grade level (primary level in Thailand). Some literate labors had learnt from the temple
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and migrated from Tawai where is the southem city of Burma. They usually traveled from Song
Island by catching several types of boat to Sapanpla in Ranong. The main factor of this migration
is their poverty including increasing family members and insufficient land for living earn while
the major attractive factor in Thailand is higher working income. With similar society and
culture, therefore, they usually and continuously immigrated into Thailand by using network of
agents or relatives who had experience of working in Thailand in order that they could
conveniently travel into Thailand and search for the job.

The Burmese fishery crews immigrated into Thailand along the frontier to agricultural
workers and general labors. They could stayed near their workplace both by renting lodging and
by staying in the boat so that they could get along well with the environment. The crews learned
about working system from Thai and Burmese masters for about a trip. Afterward, they would
start working with an expectation to get reliance and promotion from their employer to be the
“master” of the shipping boat. However, it depended on their working experience and intention by
having Burmese master to closely control, take care of and solve the problems. For entertainment
and relaxation, most of them stay with their family at their lodging. When they had leisure time,
they went out for relaxing at many places in the community. The Burmese fishery crews still keep
their tradition and culture such as costume, language, eating and faith for sacred thing in order to
bless them. They have informal social relation by economically depending on each other. For
their life expectation, most of them hoped to continue working and living in Thailand unless they
can no longer work or have enough money for going back to have their own business in Burma
and behave as a good Buddhist.

This research recommended that Thai society must change its attitudes towards.
Foreign workers in fishing industry by trying to learn and to understand all aspects of
their life such unbiased understanding should help to solve problem and to promote the
quality of life of foreign workers in Thailand on a fair and equal basis.





