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The purposes of this research were to investigate the context of Tai Dam
community in the aspects of physical environment, culture, economy and society; to
study their married ritual; to study the factors affecting the existence and change of
their marriage culture; and to propose the ways to preserve their old marriage culture.
This is a qualitative research through observation and formal and informal interview.
The data were collected from 2 groups: Group 1 consisted of key informants i.e..,
village headman, senior leaders, youth leaders, ritual shamans and government
officers etc. Group 2 were Tai Dam villagers who knew and understood Tai Dam
marriage culture well.

The results of this research were as follows:

1. Having considered the context of Tai Dam community in the aspects of
physical environment, culture, economy and society, it was found that Tai Dam
community still kept natural and mountainous resource where was suitable for
agriculture. Tai Dams preserved well their language unique, house model and food,
but there was somewhat change in their clothing, particularly male’s and children’s
clothing. Most of Tai Dams were farmers, but now their careers were varied. Their
infrastructure was good.

2. At present the following changes in marriage ritual of Tai Dam in Pan
village had been prominently seen: ages of groom and bride, necessary things for
bride’s hair wearing ceremony, duration of groom’s staying at bride’s house, steps of
marriage, preparing things for marriage ceremony, clothing of the groom, bride and
participants in marriage ceremony and the things offered to groom and bride.
Marriage ritual of Tai Dams was found change in accordant with the change of
present society. A little change found was bride’s clothing and her hair wearing
ceremony. However, there was no change in belief and sacrificial offerings to spirits
of ancestors when marriage ceremony took place.

3. The factors that caused the existence and change of Tai Dam’s old
marriage culture consisted of 3 items i.e., education, economy and relationship with
the culture of other ethnic groups. Their old marriage culture existed because of their
awareness of value and the important of old marriage ritual. And it changed because
of their education, economy and relationship with the culture of other ethnic groups.

4. The ways to preserve Tai Dam’s marriage culture in the future consisted
of 4 factors i.e.., to educate them about their Tai Dam culture; to aware of value of
Tai Dam marriage culture; to have attitudes and to be proud of Tai Dam marriage
culture; and to organize activities to spread and revive Tai Dam culture.





