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One hundred and twenty six isolates of straw mushrooms (Volvariella volvacea (Bull.ex
Fr.) Sing.) from the wild (45) and commercial (81) isolates were collected, isolated for pure
cultures and proceeded for spore prints. From these 126 isolates, only 37 isolates could be forced
to fruit under controlled conditions. Fruiting bodies from all 37 isolates were put into fefrigerator
in order to investigate the ability to be store in low temperature and all of them were rotten away
within 2-3 days. Germination of basidiospores was experimented using spore print from 9 isolates
under different set of temperatures and all of them could not germinate at temperature below
15 °C, but germinated very well at 32 °C. A hundred and twenty six single basidiospores isolates
from 15 isolates were conducted and they were investigated for specific characteristics. All single
basidiospore isolates were classified into 3 groups, (fast, medium and slow), based on speed of
growth on PDA and 2 types, (normal and abnormal), based on colony and the ability to produce
chlamydospores and primordia. Cultures from single basidiospore isolation were paired in the
same petri dish to allow anastomosis of hypha and 137 cultures taken from fresh mycelium on the
connection line were selected. Most of the anastomosis cultures (hybrid lines) exhibited normal
type so that 82 of which were selected for detail investigation in the laboratory. Only ten hybrid
lines including their parental lines were selected for investigating the ability to produce fruiting
body under controlled conditions and their DNA patterns. Twenty three out of 27 hybrid lines
produced fruiting bodies and their biological efficiency was between 0.76-24.73 %. Most of the
hybrid lines produced more or less similar phenotypes, shape and size, as their own parents. DNA

patterns of the ten hybrid lines were also elucidated using RAPD technique with three different

primers. Different hybrid lines exhibited their own DNA patterns and also reacted differently to
individual primers. DNA fingerprints from primer A-02, A-07 and A-09 of hybrid G5M9 and
G6H9 were clearly distincted from their parents. The other set of hybrids straw mushrooms could
not be distinguish between parent lines and hybrids by DNA fingerprints. These events can be
occurred depended on the narrow genetic base of their parents or the obtained hybrids were not

truly anastomosis hybrids.





