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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the culture, knowledge and understanding,
and participation of the Karen people.

300 samples were drawn from Karen pecople, including 30 of their leaders, living in
Mae Ngao Sub-district, Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province. Statistical analysis
involved percentage, mean and analysis of variance (ANOVA),

The findings were:

The type of political culture of the Karen people was a mixture of parochial and subject
types, pertinent to the stated hypothesis. Concerning the government, their traditional ways of
belief and practice were found although they had a good knowledge and understanding in Thai
politics and government. However, their level of participation in the national politics ranged from
moderate to low. Factors associated with their political culture were their age, level of education,
and religion. The older, the less educated, and the Buddhists tended to have a stronger belief in
their traditional ways and a lower level of knowledge and understanding and participation in the

national politics than the younger, the more educated, and the Christians,



