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The objectives of this research were to study 1) some socio-economic status of village and
sub-district headmen with a buddish temple located in their responsible area, 2) opinions of village
and sub-district headmen toward necessities to conserve forest resources, 3) opinions of the village
and sub-district headmen on present conditions and perspective conditions toward forest resource
conservation of buddhist temples, 4) problems on forest resource conservation, and 5) to compare
opinions of village and sub-district headmen with different size of land holding, age, term of
govemorship and level of education toward perspective conditions of the forest conservation. The
data was collected during October — December, 2005 from interviews of the subjects of the study,
including 140 village and sub-district headmen holding the current position while the study was
being conducted. Not given random sampling, the eligible villages and sub-districts were those
where the buddist temples governed by the subjects were located. They were categorized as 43
sub-district headmen and 97 village headmen. The data were subsequently analyzéd statistically,
using the SPSS program.

All in all, it was found in the study that, on average, the subjects of the study were 50.9
years of age, finished primary education, hold 6.3 years of the position , had 5.3 household
members . Averagely, they occupied 3.64 rais of land; their main occupation was agricultural
practice; their on-farm and off-farm cash income were 70, 400 baht and 48,392.86, respectively.

It seemed to the subject that it was necessary for the buddist temples to actively exert their
roles in carrying out forest resource conservation due to the fact that deforestation contributed to
impairment of environment balance, resulting in extinction of certain species of animals and flood

disasters. In addition, degraded forests substantially led to erosion of soil surface, deterioration of
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ecological system. Unfortunately, what majority of people considered the most serious problems
was lack of land utilization rather than decline of forest area.

The respect of present forest exploitation of the villagers where the buddist temples were
located, were as follows; forest products collection, wood collection for household use, and
recreational place. According to the subjects, the annual frequency of forest exploitation by the
villagers should be less except for the purpose of being recreational place, community’s buddist
practicing place, and source of natural and dhamma study. Forest resource conmservation
conceived by the budist temples meant reserving, restoring, renovating, reviving, and conserving.
The smallest times of the activity that was annually implemented was to divide real forest area and
perspective area, whereas what was carried out most was the activities focusing on educating the
people to stop deforestation, fostering awareness of forest conservation, forest inspection against
illegally forest cutting in the conserved areas. In entire year, the real participation between local
people and budist temples in the forest resource conservation included jointly inspecting the
buddist temple boundary, fire-preventing boundary and officially embroidered forest boundary as
well as preventing illegally forest cutting. However, based on actual situations, the frequency of
those activities should be fewer except for forest inspection against forest pirate. About regulation
enforcement, what the subjects perceived both real action and perspective actions to be done was
nof to burn the forest, trespass the boundary, cut trees in the buddist temple territory unless given a
permission by the abbot, break tree branches nor take the dead wood for own sake. It was
prohibited to hunt the animals and collect bamboo shoots in the territory of the buddist temples.
Nevertheless, the temples confronted with the typical challenges feeble supports on facility,
equipment and budget from the government and private sectors as well as inactive collaboration of
the authorities.

The results from opinion comparison among village and sub-district headmen showed that
they were different in term of size of land holding, age, terms of governorship, level of education.
And, their opinions toward forest resource conservation in perspective action were distinct in
cerlain issues. | |

The suggestion based on results of the research is that forest resource conservation should
be pursued and reinforced so that it will become tourist atiraction, recreational place, natural and
Dhamma education source of children. It is important that people seriously follow the regulations
issued by the buddist temples, and that the people be educated and forested on public awareness,
by training and educating on forest resource conservation and wise used. But, what should be
discouraged is to exploit the limited herbs as well as collect such forest produce as wild

mushroom, vegetables, bamboo shoot and wood fuels.





