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# # 4674180125 : MAJOR COMMUNITY PLANNING
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SOMLUK BUNNARONG : SPATIAL TRANSFORMATION OF KATHU COMMUNITY,
PHUKET PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: KRAISRI PAKSUKCHARERN, Ph.D..310 pp.
ISEN 974-14-1822-1

A research on spatial transformation of Kathu community in Phukel aims to examine the settlement
development including socio-economic changes of Kathu community from past to present times by analyzing
such development and changes in relalion and reflection on its spatial transformation. The spatial
transformation in this case includes land and building use patterns, figure and ground patterns including
spatial configuration patterns considering through transit and public open space network by using “Justified
Graph”.  The analysis is caried out through the investipation of the relationship between the area's
morphological and socio-economic changes chronologically by time periods considered to be the crucial
points of changes. The analytical results aim fo establish the appropriate development planning for Kathu

community,

The study's results point out thal the unigue mountainous geographical characteristic and mining
areas had greatly affected the eafliest community's settlement which focused mostly on the plateaus around
the mining territories. This unique spalial characteristic then subsequently affected the housing expansion
sarving the demand of commercial and service labors as a result of lourism development in central Phuket
and Patong areas in the past 20 years. A detailed study in local level shows that residential areas in most
Kathu's local villages are spatially segregated and considered very deep from their major urban routes without
much inner route network for alternative interconneclion. Some areas are very difficult to be accessed and
turmed out to be vacant-and quite spaces which deter socio-economic aclivities. On the other hand, some

areas especially on major routes are loaded with too much movement resulling in a serious traffic problem.

Besides the geographical characteristic, the recommendation on fulure Kathu's community planning
should emphasis on the balance development of transil and public open space network that well relates to the
socio-economic achivities, both in local and global levels. This is to point out that the spatial properties of an

area are-as important as its socio-economic issues for a community planning.

Department Urban and Regional Planning Student’s signature__~ 32 éh
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