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The objective of the thesis is to study the international cooperation and the role of
global governance in solving the problem of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
outbreak between 2002 and 2003. It focused on the study of the causes that urged states
and the World Health Organization (WHO) to cooperate in solving this problem.

From the study, it was found that the states had to cooperate together in solving this
problem because SARS outbreak was a threat at the global scale affecting negatively on
many aspects including politic, economic and social psychology ones. Moreover, the

international cooperation that emerged involved both the bilateral and multilateral level.

However, the solution of SARS outbreak could not succeed as it had been without
the role of WHO as a global health governance. WHO played the key role in response to
the SARS outbreak including information exchanges, technical exchanges, infectious
disease surveillance and infectious disease control. WHO’s response to SARS outbreak
produced many benefits. The first benefit was to help strengthening international
cooperation; the second was to trace rapidly the pathogen for SARS and the third was to

efficiently controt the SARS outbreak until it disappeared.





