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This research examined the effects of affirmation on affect and attitude between
groups exhibiting different cultural dimensions in dissonance situation. Three-hundred
participants were equally assigned into one of the 12 experimental conditions:

4 (individualism - high or low / collectivism - high or low) x 3 (affirmation conditions —
self-affirmation or friend- affirmation or no affirmation). A 4x3 ANOVA analysis method

was used to examine the results

Results show that :

1. Participants in the self-affirmation condition have significantly more positive
attitude toward the source of the dissonance than those who get no affirmation.

2. Participants in the friend-affirmation condition have significantly more positive
attitude toward the source of the dissonance than those who get no affirmation.

3. A 4x3two-way ANOVA reveals no significant interaction between affirmation
conditions and individualism/collectivism values.

4. A 2x2x3 three-way ANOVA further shows a significant interaction between
affirmation conditions and the individualism value. Participants who have high
individualism value and get the self-affirmation or the friend-affirmation
conditions have significantly more positive attitude toward the source of the
dissonance than those who get no affirmation. No differences are found in

participants with low individualism value.





