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Abstract '

Project Code : RDG4830008 176803

Project Title :  Learning center for Earth Science and Astronomy

Investigators : Kirdkao T., Tanta-atipanit S., Thaluang T., Pitak A., Rujopakam W.,
Sara-in S., Chotikan N., Yoddonprai N.; Kirdkao Observatory.

E-mail address : thagoon@kirdkao.org

Project Duration : March 2005 — February 2006

The Leaming Center for Earth Science and Astronomy (LESA) was established to promote a sustainable
development of astronomy and earth science education. The center, which locates at Kirdkao Observatory in
Kanchanaburi Province, has created a website, www.lesaproject.com, to provide an online reference and
instructive media on earth science and astronomy. The center actively distributes online contents via CD-ROM

media to the LESA collaborating schools and organizes workshops on research for both students and
teachers. LESA activities can be categorized into three levels: the partnership level, the collaborative level, and
the research level. In the partnership level, LESA holds nationwide MONGKUT activities to communicate the
LESA project and widen the collaboration. In the collaborative level, LESA organizes workshop and training for
more than 241 collaborating schools nationwide (as of 2006) under cooperative efforts of various organizations
from the govermnment sector. In the research level, LESA trained 135 student researchers and 48 research
advisors from 30 collaborating schools chosen on the basis of research potential. The research topic covers
interdisciplinary studies of climate, weather, and the relationship between climate, soil, and agriculture. These
efforts result in 57 student research projects. Aside from the domestic activities, LESA extends the
coilaboration to New Zealand and Singapore to organize the Asia Pacific Schools Network (APSN). Led by
Thailand and New Zealand, the APSN organized international activities for students under the concept of
‘Leaming beyond Frontiers'. LESA also organized the Islamic Astronomy Center (IAC) that promotes

intercultural reconciliation and national security through the means of astronomical education.





