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JANSUDA CHAIPRASERT : CONFLICTS IN THAI LITERATURE IN EARLY RATTANAKOSIN 

PERIOD (RAMA 1-3) : PROBLEM COPING AND SOLVING OF THE CHARACTERS. THESIS ADVISOR 

: ASST. PROF. CHOOMSAI SUWANCHOMPOO. 394 pp. ISBN 974-11-6244-8 

This study aims to study problem coping and solving of the characters in order to see 

ideas, values and beliefs in early Rattanakosin period, from the reign of King Rama I to the reign of 

King Rama III, by considering conflicts in 16 romance : Dalang, Ramakian, Unnarut, Inao(Aenang), 

Sangthong, Kraithong, Khawee, Maneepichai, Chaiyachet, Sangsinchai, Pra-Aphaimanee, Khobut, 

Laksanawong, Singhakraiphop, KhunChang-KhunPhaen and Kakee. Literary theory of conflicts is 

used to analyse conflicts in terms of classification, people and causes, and psychological theories of 

problem coping and solving for the methods of problem solving of characteristics. 

It is found that the most frequently-occurred conflicts are man against man, man against 

himself, man against supernature man against society, and man against nature, respectively. All of 

the conflicts are problems that cause coping behavior and problem solving of the characters. 

There are 3 characteristics of coping behavior  appearing most frequently :  problem-

focused coping, appraisal-focused coping and emotion-focused coping, respectively. The most 

frequently used way of problem solving is rhetorical speech. Other ways are magical power, 

religious faith, force, asking for a favour from others and neglecting. 

Analysing the conflicts, coping behavior and problem solving, it is found that they reflect 

social thoughts, namely,  patriarchy, divinity of kings, seniority and dignity, as well as the religious 

thoughts about  virtue overcoming evil. Moreover, they reflect 6 values  : on politics, tradition, 

education, economy, gender and morals, and also 6 beliefs : sacred  things, astrology, superstition, 

omens, Buddhism beliefs, and casting lots. 
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