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Since the unraveling from the region of Western colonialism in the mid —
twentieth century, Muslim countries in Southeast Asia have experienced difficulties in
attempting to make a unitary nation state such as Indonesia. Indonesia, being the
largest Muslim country in the world and consisting of numbers of ethnic minorities in
the country, it is seriously facing many Islamic political movements. This
phenomenon has drawn attention to explore its causes and how the state responses the

problems.

The study aims to gain a historical background and the role of these three
counter—state movements. It also focus on the response of the Indonesian government
which generally has varied with the intensity of her concerns about the threat to

government stability, politics, economy, and international relations.

The paper is divided into 5 chapters. Following the introductory overview in
chapter 1, the chapter 2 studies on Nahdatul Ulama Movement and its influence on
government and society, aiming at the better understanding of factors behind the rise
and development of Islamic movement. Chapter 3 outlines the historical background,
ideological development of Jamaah Islamiyah (JI) from its origins in the Indonesia —
based ‘Darul Islam’ movement to its transition as international terrorist group in
Southeast Asia. Chapter 4 covers story of an Islamic secessionist movement in the
province of Aceh — Gerakan Aceh Merdeka (GAM). This chapter surveys the root
cause of the movement, the gradual increase in the intensity of the movement,
including the government response. The last chapter gives the conclusion and analysis

of the responses of the state towards those 3 Islamic political movements.





