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The purpose of this thesis study is to find the architectural style of the Buddhvas zone in
Wat Aranyig, Phitsanulok province. At present, all the buildings in the temple have crumbled and
became archaeological sites with some architectural remains. Therefore, a conjecture of
architectural style has to be made through the study of the history of Wat Aranyig and also through
the comparison between the architectural style of this temple and other related temples in the
Sukhothai Kingdom which include Sukhothai, Kampangphet and Phitsanulok provinces.

From the historical and architectural study. it is found out that this temple was very
important is it was built under the royal command of King Mahadhamméraja Lithai for the
Lankawon.gse monks who belonged to the Aranyawasi Sect. These monks usually stayed in the
temples outside the city area. in addition, Wat Aranyig was also the residence of Phra Wannarat or
Phra Rajakana of the Aranyawasi Sect. The architecture in the Sukhothai Buddhvas zone includes
principle buildings such as Phra Chedi Chang Lom, Phra Viham, Phra Ubosoth and Gundhagudhi.

In the Ayuttaya period, at the time when King Boromtrailokanat reigned in Phitsanulok,
there was a renovation of Wat Aranyig. The architectural style including Phra Chedi Chang Lom,
Phra Viham and Phra Ubosoth was changed. The passageway around Phra Chedi Chang Lom was
also added as well as Phra Chedi Rai at the four comers.

The main factors which had an impact on thé architectural style are the religious and the
political ones. In religious tenné. the building of Phra Chedi Chang Lom refiects the settlement of
the Buddhist Lankawohgse Sect in the Sukhothai Kingdom. Politically, the building of the
passageway around the Chedi as in the Khmer style reflects the acceptance of the Dhevaraja
belief by beople }n the Ayuttaya period.

The result of the conjécture of the architectural style of Wat Aranyig is really a
confirmation that Thai architecture does not die but keeps changing in style and decoration
depending on the extemnal factors which have an impact on the changes. It is hoped that this thesis

will be beneficial to use conjecture and the study of Thai architecture in the future.





